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This report was prepared as a part 
++ of the Bureau's research program on aghi-y Ya 
cultural insurance. Material presented 
here was assembled in connection withthe 
growing need for additional study of farm 
safety and for a type of ineyrance ees 


‘ age that will give the farmers and their 


occasional hired hands protection against 


accidents that is commensurate with the 


risks involved in their work. 
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‘THE PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS ON FARMS AND IN HOMES — 


Introduction 


The problem of agrioulturel seavaenee necoses increasingly serious 
as the war activity mounts and the demand grows for greater production of 
food supplies, Of particular importance is the concern felt for the 
safety of many untrained recruits in all parts of the country who are 
‘replacing skilled farm workers now in defense plants or in the armed 
forces. ‘ 2 


Agriculturehas now become highly occas and this has 
brought with it many new accidents of a serious nature. As inexperi- 
enced persons are called upon to help operate these complicated machines, 
mate is evident that the hazards will be reflected in increased accidental 
injuries, From all sides there is a growing demand that steps be taken 
immediately to prevent these accidents whenever possible and to provide 
“compensation in the event of injuries. 


Pregident ee ait nemrced out the problem and the need for 
revention’ when he issued a proclamation in the fall of 1941 advocating 
la concerted and intensified campaign against accidents" and requested 
the National Safety es to sponsor, and all citizens to enroll in, 
such a drive. , 


_ Action for such a Nation-wide effort has begun, with the recent 
nnouncement of a proposed 5-million dollar budget to be raised through 
the newly organized War Production Fund to Conserve Manpower up and to 
be peed under the direction of the National Safety eae 


DT alvenort attempts an analysis of farm-and home-accident data 
collected from all available sources and representing practically all 
types and conditions of agriculture in the country. Although incomplete 
n regard to many sections, where information is not being collected, 
the data is believed sufficient to give basic direction for a general- 
ized approach to the problem of ar ante en or compensation in the event 
. of accidental injuries. 


At is hoped that this report will stimulate State agencies and 
ther organized groups to greater SAP Ore toward making the farm popula- 


faen more accident conscious. 
Neer 


Irvin, William A., Chairman, War Production Fund to Conserve Manpower. 
lied, Not in Action: 102,000," New York Times Mag., June 28, 1942. 


2/ Report of Volunteer Land Corps in Vermont, War Board Activities, 


persons, time away from work, and medical expenses, as well as the su 
fering invoived, have been recognized; but little effort has been mad 
to compute the actual costs. pig a aon : 


Data have been collected in several States 2/ and analyzed 
the National Safety Council. While originally treating. farm acc ts 
as an occupational classification along with statistics from oth r majo 
industries, this organization has recently expanded the analyses of ti 
farm group to include accidents that occur in the home and while off dui 
As many accidents occur to farm people at times when they are not actuall; 
engaged in the industrial act of farming, a program of prevention should 
include such accidents as occur off the job or in the homes, Ree 
must be given to regional differences in conditions under which agrict 
tural production aud marketing are conducted, as it is obvious that 
hazards vary. For example, the problem of accident prevention i Goths 
wheat belt, in which mechanization is typical, differs in some enti 


from that in the cotton belt where livestock generally furnishe “thek oe 


motive power. The program needs adjustment to meet special conditi 
so that the more effective safeguards may be stressed. RNY 


The problem is twofold: (1) It is one of prevention! by the teee 

plication of every known safety measure; and (2) it is one of making 
compensation available to those who suffer accidents, or, in the eve 
of death, indemnification to the beneficiary, Se 


\ 


How the War Affects A ricultural Accidents 


Depletion of skilled farm labor, noted especially in the vic 
of defense plants, has resulted in the recruiting of large groups o 
experienced workers, chiefly from urban centers, for replacements. 
These new workers have responded to social pressure and are ready to do 
their bit toward winning the war, even if called upon to help oper te 
complicated farm machines or to work the kicking mule, Perhaps one o: 
the indirect effects of the labor shortage will be the refusal of 
to hire inexperienced workmen and instead to extend the energies o 4 
selves and their families to make up for this lack, This in itself 
increase the hazard, Gaara 


2/ States leading in gathering farm-accident data are: Kansas, Illin 
Ohio, Minnesota, Alabama, Pennsylvania, Iowa, California, Massachus 
and New York, Sa 


1 


No. 25, June 22, 1942, U. S. Dept. of Agr, Leatienie iis 


tes and from their work, (Deane an gadea risk to the farmer which 
he may either accept or insure against. 4+ 


i) Longer hours on ‘the job with accompanying exhaustion, unavailability 
of modern equipment, lack of quickly available medical services in some 

_ sections, all resulting from the war demands, multiply the dangers. Then, 
too, it must be recognized that if a farm worker is injured, production 
may be reduced even to the extent of abandoning the acreage the worker 
tended. As accidents will have the effect of lowering production, for. 
which there is a much greater need now than normally, it becomes necessary 
to institute a program of prevention be a will keep accidents from 


"happening. ie 


Availability of Data 


— 


‘ipa ctn Studies of farm and home accidents have largely consisted of the 
presentation by the States or interested agencies of analyses of short- 
period: tabulations. Although many of these reports have not considered 
the entire seope of agricultural accidents, which are usually reported 
ees conjunction with allied topics, they have indicated component parts 
of the problem and have given general direction to an educational type 
_ of prevention approach + 

Bea 


at Different Can es ‘of the nature of farm and home accidents, 

thief ly affected by local conditions, are indicated in the organization 
of. the data by States. Different sources were also utilized in obtaining 
accident data. Some States compiled accident reports from newspaper 
files and attempted to classify them by causes and the degree of severity 
on the basis of the information in the news items. In other States 
records were collected from registrars of vital statistics, State health 
departments, and assessors! returns, and classified as to kind or cause 
on the basis of available information. 


‘Although little comparable material for analytical refinement is 
yet available from those States engaged in collecting agricultural- 
accident data, reports from workmen's compensation experience with farm 
‘labor furnish the basis for a somewhat more comprehensive study of 
special phases, such as severity and costs. But, as relatively few 
farmers insure under the State acts, use of the data is limited. For 
example, this experience may represent a special group, with large 
holdings and many employees, and may not present the typical otlad gee 
ve farmers as a whole. 
< eaglenys PreihWas, it anerneenne Peers Involves Another Insurance 
azard," Citrus Leaves, Los Angeles, Calif., June i9he. 


For the most part, qotormacine. anaes - expledi 
ditions under which the accidents oegusred: is. 


Because farmers, thee Ponies. and ‘their. Riese, men sen ie, a 
time on the farm, it is natural to assume that many accidents i oi at 
they are on the Pereeee ss ‘but are not actually at work. — 


Hyonueasy of Farm ant Home ‘Neetiantan 


farmers, with an Lame ad pronoution of a. Fifth a EGGS eee 
ful occupations, sustain a fourth of all fatal accidents. a 
cates that farmers are injured more frequently, relatively, than 
general average for all major occupational classifications. ‘Appr 
le million employed agricultural workers suffered is 500 eccidental 4 


Council, incurred 18 »500 fatal Seid aeen dd etrapated. as faliove ee 
the home, 7,500; motor vehicles, 5,500; occupational, 4 »500; sro 
(not motor mews 2,000. 6/ These data show a ratio ater 


all agricultural fatalttise was hardly possible, the data iudied et 
nonoccupational farm people are more vulnerable to fatal acciden s tha 


Hae years of experience in Ohio with nearly 10 000 Fern nets ac 
workmen's compensation show that during that period 5,623 cle 
filed3 7/ These claims represented 58 percent, by number, of 
insured; however, the actual number of individuals eines was” 


ray 


oan eroup and are duplicated within those two ccrze ot Goee 
Z/ Annual bulletins, Ohio Industrial Cann Pata We WF 193 
and 1940, : 193: 


“Ratio OK pees to Fatalities 


~ Again, oie cre are available ts indicate the ler tag aaa 

> tween the number of accidents and the number of fatalities. Compen-—. 
sation experience with farm labor in six States, indicated in table 1, 
shows. that the ratio of total claims, which are Weeetiealiy synonomous.... 
with accidents, to fatalities was 157 to 1; but data from two States with. 
reports of farm accidents gathered from newspaper accounts showed a ratio. 
of total accidents to fatalities of 14 to 1. : 


~ 


‘Table 1.- Ratio of farm accidents to fatalities by source of reports 


bey 200m t Accidents? et Ratio of 
Source of reports 3 : Fatalities : accidents 
; reported - a 
: : i : ee S00 Papvada TLesy, 
: Number : Number *. : Number 
Newspaper clippings 1/ : aT (05 3 1,313 1 14 to 1 
“Workmen! s compensation 2/ ; TH 4ge 475 : 157 to 1 


if States of Iilinois, 1936-01 ine] ¢ Benen Jane, MED,, Mar. AT ss “gh; 
and Re eens. fiscal year ending June 30, 1930. 

Bf States of California, 1935-40 incl:; Massachusetts, July 1, 1933 to 

_ June 30, 1934: New York, 1937-39 incl.; Pennsylvania, 1933-37 incl.; 
eae Aas incl.; and Ohio, 1929, 1932, 1939, and 1940, 


The difference in the ratios in table 1 may be explained on the 
sis of the method of reporting the data, Newspapers were likely to 
Sig items about the more serious cases only with the result that all 
poe entoeet diseases, where ap- 


the Soanen $s compensation reports, 
Kinds of Agricultural Accidents 
SE eS Sg pr arn gegen 


As a uniform system of reporting the kinds of agricultural accidents 
has not yet been devloped, available statistics fail to furnish complete 
"comparable relationships. 

f ‘Most agencies report the kind of accident in terms of the,degree 
Pen anjury. Bs, for example, fatal, permanent total, or permanent partial 
disability, and temporary disability. Other agencies report accidents 

in terms of the cause most usually associated with the injury such as 

| _ falls, handling animals, and using farm machinery. Still others classify 
me accidents as to the kind of hazards invélved, such as adequacy or inad- 
eauecy of equipment, and mental attitude and ectit of the worker. The 


ee of gia aces, aaa 
Alabama 9/ show that. farm machinery o ! 
cotton South, ar ir Ate ae for the greatest: ce 
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Health. by oe of Pee poLtowss | Neda ner Vy 
excessive heat, 10,33 falls,.943 vehicular, 9. Si ddetning! 3 
‘miscellaneous, 17.1. Somewhat different was the. percentage - di 
by agency of injury .in’ Alabama: - fnimals, 18.8; falling objects 
lightning, 15.2; ssunstroke, 9.4; vehicles, 8.4; Rae) Se ods 
machinery, 5.2; and miscellaneous, 14.5. 

ean - §tudies as to where farm dedtienen a Cele VveLe variable 
ma In Alabame it was found. that 84 percent of 1,903 fatal accide 

occurred in the home or near the farm buildings, end 16 percen 
workers were actively engaged in actual field operations. AS 

588 accidents, including those that were nonfatal, in region wis 

Security Administration, showed that 66 percent occurred. in actual 

operations, 21.4 percent in and around the navalen’ and 12.6, percent wh : 

off the farms. 11/ me. 


fins ‘ f Rememan i a chy 
It is belicved that a uniform systom of re sporting the kind of 
accident should be adopted so that the data assembled by the vari 
collecting agencies will be comparable. With this in mind, a 
questionnaire outline for obta ining basic data on all kinds of 
is given in the Appendix, exhibit’ IV. 


v 


Cause of Accidents 


An understanding of the fundemental causes of. eetmente : 
to the formulation ofa program of ‘prevention, Ife certain ck 
ditions and events lead up to the accident, Lt is. importa unt to lea 
they were there and the part they played in causing it. 

made, in ae or ie habits of farm people, end their he 
hazards; also the extent of their ubility to recognize the haza 
to remove them or to circumvent the event. by planning ork safety. v2 
on ments] attitudes and skills of ¢ agricultural workers, hazardous ¢ 

ditions of equipment and how they are involved in accidents, a 
cult to enelyze. In industry, . improper attitude, leck ‘of Laowlede 
hazardous errangements, contribute hea vily to ec Je 
the seme situation applics to agriculture. cas 


187, AeeE ES Pacts, ee pee ae nbard of Hoclth, ord 
‘incl, 1940 Se ee 0) ane 
oy Baker, a Ne; A Study of Death From Ferm Accidents as) oa 
(1932-38), Amcrican Nagatane of Public Health, Vol. 30, No. I, 4 
Ke L0/ hee 509 fatalities referred to in footnote 9, but 1, 9 
» were not classified to: suit the foregoing ene -lyses. Os ie 
yy Beckner, Earl R., end Crozer, W. C., "Accident end Fire § 
Region ELT PSA, ae States of Towa, Illinois, Indian 
end Ohio, 1940. eae HR 
(12/ See footnote 5 on p. 4. ae 


. There is no clear differentiation 
Prous example, many reports indicate falls as responsible for a 
percentage of agricultural accidents, But falls are not a primary 
: ;. rather they are a type of accident, 13 / Injuries sustained by 
ay Besoin ladders are often mentioned in the reports, but lack of quali- 
fying information prevents a more accurate description of how one were 


i 
sustained, 


Table 2 shows a frequency distribution of the number and relative 
costs of 627 serious agricultural accidents, by principal causes: 
Tavis 2.- Cause and cost of 627 farm-labor claims under workmen's . 
ue Poe compensation, policy years 1935 and OAS hacia 


Distribution Distribution 
Cause of claim ; i . A 
of claims. of claims 
or agency, of injury LE ae ay 
ee ak 
; Percent Percent 
ae (all kinds) Pee TACs 


ec ee €2& ©8 8 288 fe @8 @8 ©2 se 2 |ee2 ec oe 


Mecreted : eon aube Moun iied ee meneeds of the mationen Council on Work- 
amon’ s Compensation aoe 37 States and the District of Columbia. 


i 
ie oe 


7 ubeasias toler the reasons given for 744 farm accidents in Kansas 
abstracted from assessors!-returns in 1934 follows: Unavoidable, 31 
percent; carelessness, 29 percent; defective farm equipment, 13 percent; 
vicious animals, 10 percent; sleepiness from exhaustion, drunkenness, and 
other cae aa percent. 14/ - 


a Mobier, Je Cisse ‘report of: Kensas Board of Agriculture. 
a : 


ae Ai 
rae 
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An eoHunbet "Os the : Sadie yy eee? ee on. appre 
17,000 accidents reported over most of the period from 1936 to 
1942 fron: newspaper clippings in Illinois, is indicated by th 
analysis: Temporary disability, 36.1 percent; Shea it injur 
ability, 6.6 percent; and fatalities, 7.3 percent. 15] Of 16,620 
accident claims filed in 1935 and 1936 with workmen's. compensation 
insurance 16/ in 37 States and the District of Columbia, shown in 
exhibit I of the Appendix, 97.6 percent were nonserious and 2. 
were serious. . 


Levenhty of westaenbe by sex sea for all children of ceo 
under 15 years of age are analyzed in the Illinois report (based 0 ay 
clippings) for the years 1938, 1939, and 1940, As to 7,597 cases | 
temporary nature, 80 percent were men; & percent, women; and 12 percen 
children. Of 537 cases of permanent injury or disability, 89 perc 
were men; 3 percent, women; and 8 percent, children. of 640 fata 
yak percent were meh; 7 percent, women; and ce percent, children. (Of 
total of &,774 accidents, 80. percent were men; 7 percent, women; ind — 
percent, children,: pais ai 


eta es Cost of Accidents aU aN en 

Costs of Eeniwclbarel accidents have both social and econ 
implications. Of immediate concern are the physical suffering of 
injured‘and the distress of a family in case of death, neither o 
is susceptible to cost accounting. Important work may be negl cted | 
other members of the farm staat i who also lose time while cal ing fo 
injured. : rate an a . 


medical and hospital expenses, which can pephessne only a ene 
of the loss. We must be concerned, particularly, with the Kolo 
society es an accident partially or permanently reduces the 
iat ga ape of 1a Mili of the agricultural Stone aes Aes 
x ‘ ge ah (El A 
er OLR, wdadt tion: we are interested in the economic “benefits, 4 
relation to costs, to those farmers .who have voluntarily protec 
peeemee ivy: against: the’ financial burden eee NOx accidents. 
aie Pri a 

Society pays for. el emer Les wee in terms of unpro 

future time, normally estimated in days, without serious attem 
compute the money value. In Massachusetts” ‘for example ; cee 
farm deaths are each estimated at 6 ,000 days lost. 17/ Costs pa a 


Pe 


the insured. group are Ge pd Aio the general faru-labor pr ium 3 


15/— Fane Cc. Ho. report rou) Tuanbte nerioulturad Assoctation 
ie) Report from National Council on Workmen's Compensation Ins 


17/ Annual report of Ona Industrial Commission, Massachusetts. 


slawa 5 erout $1.25 ooaiee payrolt, ‘to. Sa 00 in North 
Lin exhibit ad or a Sopendix.18/ As this: ao of 


anil of ‘his ineured. group represents selective rather ° oe a 
se by farmers. — Minimum annual premium payments, also.listed in 
me air are ‘from: in Delavare to hina in Idaho lease ant New 


ae insurance companies and State funds pay for injuries accord- 
) severity. The range is from a few dollars for minor injuries to 
thousand doliars for deaths. . In a recent analysis of agricultural ‘ 
de ts. on the Pacific Coast, the average indemnity paid for each by 
Was reported as PA Lowseloy Falls of saeaer $59; handling objects, 
involvice farm animals, $39; farm machinery, $34. ‘and hand’ tool 
uries, $2+. The average amount per accident of 4,554 claims paid to 
sylvania readers of a farm magazine, ake in a private casualty 
ompany, was $16.2 20} The period covered was from April 1, ae to April i 
iC (Of 61 farm ‘mutual claims paid in Towa, at Ns Me 4-month period, 
“1, 1936 to Nay 1, 1936, the average was S157. ita 
_ The average payment per clain filed under Terenas t s compensation by 
al farm laborers in Pennsylvania was $157 for the 5-year period 1933-37. 
“York such payments averaged $12 during the 3-year period 1937-39 
ive. In the latter State, the average payment for medical expenses 
Boy: minor pennene nt disabilities, 8676. 15. each} major permanent 


CEE | 


ae s compensation Bryon es from 37.States and the District of 


as 


serious ep ans as. Hdeted in Srnititt aga -was $2, 050 +t per accident. 
Loss of time as a owt of accidents is eee reported by the 

of. days ‘actually Lost ‘from work, or the period between the injury 
ne Sakae LOL Seo shew C€igabilities to Farm Security clients 
of days. lost. ttention is called to 


hea Massachusetts, however, in addition to the number of days actually 
a ae eee Der Ore lost time re sulting from beaten total ine eaad: 


s 


rom ae n" Pu sahed by Farmers ei Reraurance Associa- 
a Be Towa, Hay 1936. 


“Table 5 Tabulation at: Ae cemporaty in ri 
: | meu ece, of time lost baw 


ae 


Days 


eatin 
1843 and over 
Noureporik: 23: 


TENGE yaaa eontiate ss. yh eta 


Soe henta. in es sachusetts is een in Bh y, 


. 
“~ 
> 


Table ',- Number of eS accidents and average time lost, by sere 
severity, fiscal yours ending June cha agi and Et nie 


Degree of Sap Fiscal ‘year les Total 
(Oe Sa ULI ty) op. ae _ending uns 30s |: \eneceidents y, 
Year ~ Numbes umber 


Temporary disability = 1934 ah oh Wen er 
esa Aaah he" ss 1937 2). ce id 
Permanent Gt Say eS 
EN Se leh git Bier are Gree 1934 
, 1937 


Death Se . : 1934 
ea ave ‘1937 


1] Inéludes permanent Otel and. } permanent Bartiad disability. ‘s 
manent total Gisability and aeath is “caleulated, as 6, 000° days 
- Annual PopOR rts of — Massachusetts Department of Industrial 


one, 


Eee to Phot annual co of cic Massa- 
Departnent of Intuetriel Accidents for the fiscal years ending 


me, as. to average ip lost. ee noe neat of a pa Bl nature, 


fiscal years ending June 30, 1934 and 1937 
ASG devcale Sec Slo etree =e snae A eae 
Temporary dis-. | Total days lost Average days days 


| 
vability claims. |. from accidents | lost per accident 
Number Numbor ne Number 
agricultural 
lasses ......... 846 han: 29,153 34.5 


\e 


2,287, 861 


sign, or eee an sa a Oe cause. “It would be difficult, i aay for an 
ured farmer, in all cases, to prove that his injury was accidental under 
ircumstances that might point to contributory negligence. But State com- 
sation acts provide immediate payment for injuries without ppplication 
the restricted Sait citi pelea of an accident. 


Re enonets usually two meson reasons why farmers have not elected 
use of compensation insurance: (1) The nature of the farm business 
hat it is largely a family enterprise utilizing outside labor chiefly 
‘seasonal work only; (2) the relatively high minimum premium rates, 

Bree RD AN oa i " hee Mh Le | 
Premiums under workmen's compensation are calculated by applying 
te per $100 to the annual pay roll. Farm pay rolls are somewhat dif- 
o determine, but they might be estimated in advance and adjusted 
s records become available. But many farmers employ outside help 
y and, with a small pay roll, must pay the minimum premium. A 


pragtica plan of liability: Creer oe ‘aia farmers 
benefits for seasonal labor, would include (1) a lower mini 
= aa and (2) a rate structure based on the pay’ roll ane the period 
liability protection is needed. ae tek 


As the Sours of workmen's compensation are not saapveds 
ban: requirements of most farmers, either the acts should be amended to p: 
ae the protection needed or alternative Pag abe ce to meet the ne 
a farmers should be taken. . : | 


ya) P S Ly 


same time ite the farmer, the members of his cael ye and He: occasion: 
hird hands protection against accidents at a cost commensurate with earn: 
ings for the specified period. | ce i 


oy A limited review of the accident policies issued by commercial co: 
‘3 - panies indicated that, as a general rule, they do not provide cither 
short-time or liability protection. 


Under one type of accident policy available to farm workers, an 
annual premium of $14.50 will provide a principal indemnity of $500, , wi 
compensation at the rate of $2 a day up to a limit of 1, 000 days in cas 
of injury. ‘The premium may be paid at the rate of $4 quarterly a and p 
protection whether the workman is on or off the job. Doctor's bills fo 
nondisabling injuries up to five treatments, at $2 each, are Drove 
general schedule. The upper limit of all individual claims is set at 
$2,500. Hospitalization up to 50 days may be had for an extra prem: 
$5 a year. The usual exceptions are noted, such as suicide, and i 
sustained while intoxicated or whil Le HORE EERE ry oe 

Hithough excluded from compulsory provisions of workmen's co: 
tion in most States, agricultural employers for the most part, as show! 
the report by States listed elsewhere, can elect coverage. Fora re 
of experience with farm labor insured in workmen's compensation for the 
policy years 1935 and 1936 combined and of individual accident reports ae 
a serious nature, compiled from members by the National Council on Com 
sation Insurance, see exhibits I and IT Hoeneehanea ys in the spon 
thig report, 


‘ Indicating how social’ insurance, ‘neluding workmen! s compen 
may be made available to all kinds of people by J tatlowsieel and 
expense, a private oe official comments as follows’ 


ne heoc. a! Sai vairisie eet from competitive wecoanees ant b 
on social needs and public concern for the welfare of all kinds and cor 
tions of men, can achieve a great simplicity as regards | 'premiums! 
thereby eliminate some of the administrative costs, namely, thos 
with rate-making, apportionment of costs and so on... cee 
have social insurance schemes considerably. Simplers: a5 
arises out of our relatively complicated political tale hel ar 
variations in local conditions throughout the country..." eas 


22] ae, nanan F a tne Er calaonets dnacess” Proc. of the Casual 
Actuarial Society, Novenber 1940. je 


are. 
chig 


5 ae ee aya ve —~ State funds 
‘been, Soeaus had to administer, generally, the Workmen's Compensation 
The ae Lik S came Ae a! Bee One by. the State Government s in 


eompetitive as as insurance, if required, may be elt either by 

State funds or private insurance ernie cy in. the remaining States, Pol- 
cies of private carriers must conform to the specifications of the work- 

men's Gompensation laws in each such State ae ually self-insurance for 

a rmers is permitted upon proof of sol pene se 


i 
BARS") 
ie AN ra 


In, 7 York the State fund maintains a staff of expert safety 
Besratt/ to procure accident reports and help in accident prevention. 
North Dakota a 1931 amendment would epee an ras s rate 8 to 


fund or re investi ation and prevention be industrial accidents and 


ad Seases. 
State compensation acts as a rule. do not specify the extent of the 
fa = cocapationa ean But le States, by statement or ee bata list 


as Bead from the provisions. Yet ke is tasted by a Canes of accident 
insurance erateeg as the second most hazardous of four principal occupa- 
aL oo ea aig 


ORGANIZED PROGRAMS FOR AGRICULTURAL ACCIDENT PREVENTION 


or regional character 


Many organizations of a national, State, 


a3 , National Safety Council pula 


“The National Safety adie yee) has taken the lead in gathering and 
- anal yzing facts on accidents of general interest, and in February 1942 f 
sponsored the first National Safety Conference on home and farm accident 
blens. This organization began publishing annually, in 1920, a graphic 
| "Accident Facts," to serve. two purposes: "First, to present 
vividly, by illustrations and diagrams, the salient characteristics of 


/ Problems of Homan) Ss ee in the United States and. Canada, 
‘Dept. Labor Bull. No. 672, Appendix 2, 1940. 

est's Insurance Reports for 1940, p. 746. | 

ordon, ‘Harold R,, Exeoutive, Secretary-Treasurer of Health and Accident 
rs ieee nana Chicago, Ill, in corresvondence of Apr. 29, 192. 


ae ationa 


reach Sit ee workers’ and ere fenilies as well Vas alt 4 
puter eres eu 


outlined: a) 


(1) Need for studies bo determine more accurately the caus Ss 
home and farm accidents, 


(2) Need for research projects to find ways of coping with 
unusual problems. * 


ate oae null ways of getting or results. 


Agricultural Extension ieee 


Plans for developing rural Piresfisntine ones in Bes comm 1 
were announced May 15, 1942 by the Secretary of Agriculture. In a dit 
to the job of combating fire dangers, enhanced by the war, the program 
provides for making local surveys of farm and rural fire hazards and 
instruction in identifying and eliminating them. Directed toward 
_ property, the program also provides for human protection. Becky ‘ 

The movement will be under the eaberavine ‘Extension Service 
the Department of Agriculture and the State Agricultural Colleges 
other Federal, State, and local agencies cooperating. 


, Rural fire-fighting companies of about 10 farther each on 
munity basis will be organized and trained, An: inventory will “be 
all fire-fighting equipment and facilities, including water suppl: 
each farm and in each community, and provision will de made Tor, the 
maintenance and accessibility. 29/ This program was followed by a 


distribution to all extension workers of an illustrated booklet | fe) 
ave Leia Boh Bar 3 : Pie. 


e7/ See footnote 1 on p. l. 


si Stillwell, John, President, National Farm Safety Council, 8 
Feb. 17, 1942, 

— e29/ Press Release by U. 5. Dept. of Mapa ed tne: May 15, 19ue. ; 
Boe ee pe for the Farm Fire Prevention Camp alea ue 283) 
Service, U; $° Dept: of Agriculture, ae . : 


I es Hetereut ae fo Coy for ones aeranee: the Agricul- 

1 Interdepartmental Safety Committee of the Federal Interdepartmental 
sty Council, issued miscellaneous publication No. 4ugi, “Watch Your Step," 
at was widely distributed to \aammaoaliban The various akan: 


All es Whe farm, in and Spout the ane bcos cotcnat “hazards, 
pointers for electrical safety, farm-fire prevention, motor vehicle 
cidents, and general rules of the road. "In brief," say the authors, 
revention a preparedness are the dual controls, Prevent the accident, 
with 1%, if you met." 


, Farn Security Administration 
‘The Farn Poeun ny Administration is interested in accident and 


Recently, as part of this efforts articles on the nature 


prevention Otis current, farm and home. accidents have been eet y dis— 


sent Ye borrowers. 31/ Kociadaye affect the FSA prograt in two ways: 
Injuries” to borrowers may affect their ability to repay loans; and, 


5 fisaiaiaed insurance ageinst Gh pareaili seuiae may occur to construction 


& 


4 Bae bdont end fire survey was conducted in 1939 in region III, 
} including the States of Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Ohio, 
nd a Visi was smawohen in 1gho. 32). The study was based on Le ; OO 


we 5 


| 
| 


Two SSNs were cited: i To secure authentic information 


ea eo) 


me SRC 


ect lins the Pesta of the - abady, the auphors notes , 


3ek Three numaned eighty-eight persons received injuries, resulting 
in le permanent Bis alta els and 15 deaths. 


) “ag ‘Total medical expense was $15,000, averaging more than sas 
‘per case 


(3) Ui ine lost from temporary disability was 12,295 days, an 
a ‘a igh of je days per person injured. 33/ 


Articles include: "Beware of Sunstroke, Heatstroke in August"; ae 
Oi al bare! Pront!s Release No, L, Wire. hese RG 1942; and tener 


Stop Home Accidents," -issued by» the Ueiece ‘Dept. of "Commerce, re- 
ass Lh borrowers. | 


el Coreen were Hone accidents; and 3 
ch; accidents. tC ee eee 


nee (5) Acci viens: feccunsed ae  epqucntis whoatanl Se 
Rede (o~g . farming operations, objects were being handled; (b) 
; of farm home, while walking, running, or playing; 
nonfarm, while rdvate or riding in a vehicle. 


and reeponsible in farming peneance 


Offers Instructor SE eaus ee Course 


ae The American Red Cross now offers an instructor training co 
ine in home and farm accident prevention, Two chief purposes are ? nno 
me as follows: 34/ "First, to present Red Cross Home and Farm Acci 
Be ‘vention as such in its entirety; and, second, to qualify -acciden’ 
vention instructors so that they can teach the adult. One ee in 
eee Accident Prevention and otherwise Riso the Siete bs 


Ea 


Further statements as to the purnoee are: "Le is Baer 
2 


\ ~ 


touch upon the everyday life cel common has err _ eae tha: 
of it all his own habits and attitudes in this respect may ts ee 


(1) Why do accidents Hee i 

(2) They can be controlled. ip: «RS js Raa 
: : \ rit us 2 fe 

(3), How to obtain figures and information. 


roy (4) Effects of accidents. 


3 (5) Where: people have falls: their common causes. oats 


{ 


ey Ms Meares. | Causes of heat Kine tbseine whitanh is responsible. 
4 ws she 23 nas 4 si Wh ‘eae iB 


(7) Corrections | for peat causes; correetion of 


om Pad 
i 


(3) How and where the apatdenté happen; what injuries 
how SREY eae have ies oe iligaatian Se oa 


’ 


Eteeap it? (9) The igytaneee of first aid phiceaneih yueeham 


y im ( ee ce OE oe 


34/ Home and Farm Wadbasas Prevention Instructor Training 
line, ARC 1057», Dee, ee “SRE hole aS 


So 
Devore 


ee 


; common ee ene to take. 
ee rein eddition cue. Red Ciox's sieertuneee a great number Oe check lice s 
of common home and farm hazards. Examples of the questions follow: Are 
matches kept from little children? Are firearms unloaded? Are dangerous 


‘The following observations and recommendations were made: 
(1) Most of these accidents could have been prevented if reasonable 
care and common sense had been used, 


(2) There is great need of adequate first aid treatment in farm 
~ accidents. 


Farm Equipment Manufacturers 


Considerable work has been undertaken by manufacturers of farm 
quipment vo safeguard the revolving parts and power take-off, to minimize 
; chance of accidents, One of the principal concerns was the danger of 
clothing catching in a machine and dragging the victim into it. Consider- 
ation of these hazards hag resuited in standardizing or redesigning the 
chine penis so that maximum protection could be afforded. 


ARTICLES OF MISCELLANEOUS NATURE 
ON AGRICULTURAL ACCIDENTS 


he calling attention to the danger of agricultural accidents 
urging preventive measures have become more frequent since the war 
an. Brief digests of such messages appearing in farm magazines and in 
of the more technical journals are here given, 


: Kind of Farm Hazards » 
Observations on the nature of farm hazards in the New York area 
abstracted from an article as follows: 35/ 3 


"(1) Farmers are associated with a surprisingly large number of 
“tools having cutting edges, high speed shafting and belting, 
and many of these are poorly protected or guarded to prevent 
contact with one's Geren Complete protection is virtually 
ES Sargent ay . 


Farmers are often far removed from any source of medical 
assistance and considerable time is required to reach a 
hospital when necessary. Doctors are. rapidly becoming less 
common in small rural communities, establishing themselves in 
- the larger centers, Lesstham a third of the victims tabulated 


ving C..H,, "On Farm Accidents," Rural New Yorker, Mea ay ae 


ae a study made 


. 


ae of. the 310 accidents: “£6 farmers. ‘courre 
barnyard - a danger spot. f P ¥ 


Farmers sustain accidents sons often to 20 wor pee 


re 


reel suffer from infection of wounds wand nodas a st 


ee MTT ae 


Se oanaen on hand at all times. 


(6) 
men who are careless and inefficient Ty Bate, 
'unquenchable thirst. '" 


t, 


Continuing, the writer listed four causes for concern: 


(1) Painsand suffering resulting from accidents. =~ 


ihe\ 
i 


(2) Care and nursing required. 


(3) Time lost from work. 


(1) Financing doctor and hospital bills." 


will know how to organize ay beciocet eres program, 
agencies describe only a part of the cause, usually the thing 


tionary event, directly associated with the injury. cenkeitatos 


which set the stage for the ‘accident are usually omitted. 


that these factors are difficult both to tabulate <i 


mon ie die accuimilation of primary accident data. 4s point 


follows: 


codes used - indicate the object: ome accident type primarily 

the injury - but not the cause ofthe accident. hey VTE 
of accident? Is it not rather a type of accident? As. for. wt 
fall, was,it grease.on the floor, a defective ladder, Kopae ale 
floor, over which the worker stumbled? On these basic proble 
‘cause codes! offer no clue. M1 i sete : 


—36/ Dr. John H " Powers, practicing physician in cooper stom 
the study. 


a See footnote 3 on Dp. sh 


» would prevent a. repetition of the ‘same or similar 
at. The effort, therefore, Lg iGO enable the statistician 
y and select the unsafe factors and then present . the data to 
sinecrs: for guidance in accident prevention. - 


thie. ine thod. of analysis, an accident is considered from six 
y ‘The dorboki ve, object, or agency, with which the injury is 
ae closely related, such as a saw, a tool, etc. 

wee defective agency part most immediately ee ed such as 
the pers of a athe the door of an elevator, etc. 

agency. is S 


4) The accident ease (that is, falls, most immediately associated 
/ with the selected agency). | 


% 


The unsafe ae factor which led to the unsafe act." 


Nine questions were regarded as basic to analysis and were listed 


Mi gst een ad 4 : ; ! ; : . 
Bea CER MTTRY EA EP doing when. the accident occurred? 


ee annine: tool, substance, or object was most closely con- 
nected with the accident? . : 


ae a machine or vehicle, what pert of eae 
is How aia the accident happen? 


| “Tn What way wes the machine, tool, or object defective? 
How. can you revert this ‘ope sa accident? 

“Mere mechanical guards, or other necessary safeguards (such 
as goggles) provided? 


t 


) Was a inced using then? 


“How could the injured have prevented: the accident?" 


we ek EO 


plans for lessening this 'worse than war! human waste. And most Sta 


Young boys and girls, 
the farm-work picture. So will the farm wifc, if she so agrees. ‘Th 


Some pertinent ‘yoints on the ptebl én of accidents that. may 
ciated with the war activities in food BECRUCt LON are given in the fot 
ing digest of a recent article to . 


"The farmers of America ... are being asked, as a patriotic nati 
service, to increase ... our national production of dairy and poultr 
ucts, meats, and a few other concentrated foods. 


iThere: are. many See of quick response ... to this food- my 
plea. But the result must be achieved in the face of unusual farmin, 
ficulties. One is the nost severe penta in farm labor since fe 


Bible aenaNted also (in the extra ana parts ene essential +t 
poth the new and the old farm machines going efficiently and safely. 


",.. Mechanization has helped to mace’ the job of the “American 
one of the most hazardous of occupations. ... Only a few States off 
know anything about the carnage of farm accidents or have any officia 
BS 


have so written their Se S compensation laws be ice beara iS 


farm machines already is resulting in new kinds of accidents. When th 
farmer is urged to increase the production of his farm - but can secu 
neither the extra workers needed nor the desired new labor-s saving mac. 
what can the farmer do about it? : 


His only remedy is to spread out his own labor and all other - 
sible shreds of labor euabae procurable, to spread the work of his owns 


and old men, will be brought more prominently. in 


will be any possible other pick-ups of ‘hired men,! which eventually 
include - as suggested in a recent public address by Mrs. Franklin. D. 
Roosevelt - a new volunteer army of city farmerettes. 


"With a few exceptions, farmers! organizations seem not very 
yet in helping to solve the challenging national ‘problem of = 
There are many possible reasons why. Laie 


Journal of American Tnsuvance, December “igh. 


- 


Se eh is 


"First, many individual farmers doubtless do not realize the hazards 
of their farm work. Their safety consciousness naturally is not appealed 
to as it would be continuously in a city by such warnings as: _ 'Watch your 
step,' ‘safety first,' 'do not remove guards,' ‘wear your goggles.' 


"Too, most farmers are both proprietors and workers, and a large 
percentage of all farm accidents are to the farmers themselves. Excepting 
in a few large-farm areas, the number of employees on most farms is well 
under the minimums set by most workmen's compensation laws. The extra 
labor on most farms is for brief periods; and much extra labor is exchanged 
with farm neighbors. 


"Many farmers doubtless carry employer's liability insurance for 
employee accident protection, but the percentage so protected is assumed 
to be very small. As compared with twenty years ago, many more farmers are 
believed to carry personal health and accident insurance, but it may be 
assumed that farmers as a class do not have very broad disability protec- 
tion, considering their accident hazards." 


Farm-Home Accident Problems 


. Farm homes are increasingly recognized as hazardous places, largely 
because of faulty design or poor repair and inadequate lighting facilities. 
Burns constitute a high prsportion of accidents, attributed to open fire 
places without screens, frequent handling of scalding hot water, and inade- 
quate flue linings. 


Although some differences are found in the kinds of accidents as 
between urban and farm homes, much can be learned by farn people from a 
report on general home accidents, abstracted as follows :2¥, 


"In 1940 the death rates for all ages in the Metropolitan industrial 
policy holder experience per 100,000 for cifferent groups of accidents were: 


Type of accident Rate per 100,000 
Motor vehicle accidents Mead 
Home accidents je ee 
Occupational accidents 6.2 
Other pS 


Some conclusions reached were: 


7 (1) In home accidents there is an extensive waste of human values, 
which could largely be prevented by construction regulations, by 
legally enforceable standards as to home equipment, and by home- 
accident education as to equipment and living methods, especially 
the latter. 


Yo] Armstrong, D. B. and Cole, W. G. "Study of Home Accidents: Their Public 
"Health Significance," Amer _can Journal of Public Health, Vol. 31, No. 11, 
| Nov. 1941. 


‘i 


La) Article in the Prairie Farmer, Chicago, Ill., March 7, 192. 


a 


(2) Public health and visiting nurses, in addition to the care 
they give to the injured, have demonstrated in the course of 
this inquiry that they can perform a very useful service by 
accumulating data for analysis. The more general adoption = 
of specific procedures, with appropriate record forms, and = 
home-hazard check lists will promote this end. ... 


(3) For the local health department the home-accident field offers — 
a remarkable opportunity. Its developing work here will no ag 
doubt be carried out in close cooperation with other agencies, — 
such as fire departments, safety councils, schools, and insur- — 
ance companies. ... Accidents in the home which lead to 
incapacity or to fatalities among useful or promising members 
of society - adult or child, male or female - are in the same 
category of wastefulness in our national economy, as are sim- 
ilar losses in essential industries or in the Nation's armed — 
forces. . 


Continuing, the authors give an analysis of fatal accidents in 
Minnesota homes, data by the Minnesota Department of Health: 


(1) During the first 6 months of 1940, accidents were responsible 
for the death of S49 Minnesota residents - 40 percent of 
these were home accidents. 


(2) Principal factors thought to be responsible were inherent 
carelessness, negligence of adults toward children, weather 
and the forces of nature, and incapacity through old age and 
disease. 


(3) About 54 percent resulted from falls, but 92 percent of those — 
dying were in the older age group and not actively employed - 
in any gainful occupation. 


(4) Burns were responsible for nearly one-fourth of the total, 
effecting mainly children and young people. These accidents 
were very distinctly from controllable causes, such as scald~ 
ing and lighting fires with kerosene. 


War Introduces New Hazards 


The following comments were made gn the hazards to be faced in pro- ae 
ducing to meet agricultural war needs: 2) ie 


"This year older farm machinery will be in use. Some of the machines | 
are patched up. Men who thought they had retired will be operating this | 
old patched up machinery. More women, more young people, more ‘green! hands. 
re be on the job this year, helping agriculture top its war production 
goals. ak 


Hy fh 


doctors and nurses will mean that. ew of them can 
t " headquarters to make calls in the country. All these 
Ss in a year when farmers must exert every ounce of energy to 
@, emphasizes the inportance of preventing accidents." 


i ne Farm Accidents High 


‘Calling attention to the great number of pn accidents as compared 
ere in other industries, eee ns for farmers to 
r were abstracted from an arti cle as follows: 


(1) Farmers should ree ve han in industry a great deal of organ- 

“4 ized thought and effort are used to prevent accidents, because 

- every time a worker is injured or killed his employer or insur- 

ance company must pay the bill. Therefore they (employers and 
insurance companies) use every means at their command to safe- 
guard machinery, and employers will even go so far as to dis- Bi ik 
charge workers who are habitually careless. ; 


Rte) A farmer has only himself and his family to worry about. 


(3) Tees ions is given to safety on the farms than in any other 
+ be Sugahnbaentbarch 


The solution is mostly a matter of getting the education to 
the farmers, of their becoming accident—conscious, of seeking 
out little things here and there which may cause accidents, 
and correcting them. 


Home-hazard check lists are available at the Minnesota Safety 
Council, St. Paul, Minn. 


/ SAFETY EDUCATION IN ACCIDENT FREVENTION 


_ Although much has been said about the need for a generalized farm- 
educational ee to else prevention, ane Re: ae been 


OTe AG Mach | more feo the point’ are the - 
fat api rating eee which allow up to 5 percent. credit, for 
ied nae and welfare work. ma This is applied safety education, 


aaintains that for every dollar the insurance carrier does not have. 
ecalse of an accident prevented, the eee sty $4 in produc- 


obs. 1s: “needed. Hm a bulletin which anided pointers on safe 
women who may be called epee to perform various tasks in 


» Minn., Ook. 18, 1941, p. 6. hs 


i 
fiw? 
’ 


connection with farming, was issued by the United States 
Paton eich Hea One as ee 


j 
4 % fi 


A safety message to American school children -on planning for Pe: 
ds quoted: ."... In “al? my travels ... in the interest of science and di 
covery, I have never taken an unnecessary risk, ... By careful planni: 
-and by taking no unnecessary chances my men and I have lived to enjoy 
hazards and thrills of adventure and discovery. We found adventure only 
by planning for safety as far as possible, "43/ ) Sa 


Research in Safety Education 
ere an watety Education 


Before a safety program can be generally fitted into our education 
system, research must be made. ‘the factors contributing to accidents | 
be resolved into their component parts and Mere in their logical 
Certain considerations are extracted as follows: . as 


: er 
"In order to investigate the factors which we wish to introduce int 
an educational program, we must be able to fit the accident into sets o 
known experience and training. It becomes essential, therefore, to prete 
our accidents and not to rely for explanation upon an examination whic 
travels backward in time from the incident. Our informatian must have bee 
gathered before the accident occurs. We need first grade and pre-school 


information about a 6th grade accident. We need le-year--old informati 
about a 22-year-old accident. 


"Another type of research is directl 
school procedures. The administration of the school system, the integra a 
tion of subject matter, the establishment of Clinics and bureaus of evalua-— 
tion, construction of new Materials, and the inauguration of teacher ed 


Cation programs and the supervision of instruction will serve to charac 
this field of study." ‘ 


‘ fay. 
Urges Specific Measures 


NA safety service progran should embody policies, standards, tech. 
nics, regulations, instructions to staff, and all ectatls, of operations 
according to a health and safety official, who continues: tk Ra 


ag 4 
eB | 
- F 
(Ja 
a xa 


y program casually placed in the hand's of individu 
One NOL. several but 1b wid | never 


"A safet 
be inspiring to 
effective, " 


"Safety Clothing for Women in Industry," Special Bulletin No. 3:00 
ept. of Labor, Women's Bureau, 1941. : | ae 


Us Mowbray, Beery quoting Admiral Richard E. Byrd, Review of 18th ¥ r- 
Ook, American Association of School Administration, in the Proc. of 
Casualty Actuarial Society, Nov. 190, aay, PER He): 


46/ Dearborn, Nea Dean, Division of General Education, N. Y. Un 
in panel discussion, Research in Safety Education," in Transaction 
National Safety Congress, Atlantic City, N.-J., Oct. 16-20, 1939. 
at ireland, Allen @,, MiB. Directo OF Health, Safety, and Phy 
State Dept. of Public Instruction, Trenton Ne fe7 

_ Education, !! Chief Hducation Section, esth Nation 
Boe eity oN.) Oct, 16-20, 1939. | . 


| als maj 
‘be more than incide: 


— Soe 
REPORT BY STATES 


Analyses of available agricultural-accident data, together with notes 
on the application of “fz] labor to the provisions of workmen's compensation 
| laws, follow by States i202 


Alabama 


Analyses of 1,859 fatal agricultural accidents in Alabama, occurring 
in the period 1933 to 1938 inclusive, indicate that 86 percent occurred to 
members of the farm, group not normally employed in field work and 14 percent 

| to regular workers.‘3/ By sex, the distribution of 1,594 fatalities to the 
nonworkers, resulting principally from home accidents, was 75/7 males and 
65/ females. Records of *.}) fatalities to field workers, including data 
for 1932, showed that 291 -ere males and 18 were females. 


Death from burns was most common in the list of 1,594 accidents. 
| These occurred chiefly in tne home and numbered 536; they were followed in 
yorder by falls, log; firearms, 154; suffocations, 138; poisons, lee; drown- 
| ings, 41; cuts and scratches, 18; animals, 10; and all others, 166. Deaths 
| from accidents to the farm-worker group by causes were: Handling animals, 
58; falling objects, 53; lightning, 47; sunstroke, 29; vehicles, 26; burns, 
19; falls, 16; machinery, 16; poisons, 9; striking objects, 8; hand tools, 8; 
handling objects, 6; and all other causes, 14. 


As to seasonal occurrence, 46 percent of the farm-accident fatalities 
came in the 4 summer months, whereas 40 percent of the fatal home accidents 
occurred during the 4 winter months. The very young and very old were most 
susceptible to fatal accidents. 


Conclusions reached from the study were: 


(1) Accidents are an important cause of deaths on the farms and in 
the farm homes. 


(2) A revision of our present accident questionnaire form seems 
definitely indicated. 


(3) More detailed information as to the causes.,of accidents must 
be obtained. 


(4) Farm accidents, like all other accidents, should be viewed 
as preventable causes of death and every effort should be 
made to reduce them to a minimum. 


Farmers may elect coverage in workmen's compensation, the statutes 
| being applicable, if 8 or more employees are hired. The act, however, specif- 
ically excludes agricultural occupations from its compulsory provisions. 


Ag] The status of farm labor under workmen's compensation is given in table 20 
| tor those States for which no farm accident data were available. For addi- 
tional State reference see exhibit I, inemrance experience; exhibit II, report 
On more serious cases; and exhibit III, premium rates. 

4g/ See footnote 9 on p. 6. 
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California 


Attention was directed to the increasing number of accidental deaths 
among farmers and the lack of accurate data on the nature and extent of 
injuries in California, in an article circulated several years ago. At 
present, a quarterly publication is issued, reporting general safety topies 
with some Seacloent statistics for the principal industries of California, 
including agriculture, D1 Almost without exception, agriculture experienced 
the greatest number of annual disabling injuries. 


With reference to the application of workmen's compensation to farm 
workers, the following report is, Sees 


"All farmers (those meeting the Eceareihoa inne in California must 
insure (under Workmen's Compensation) unless they reject and to date 5,759 
have rejected since the passage of the Act, July 1927." Insurance under 
workmen's compensation is compulsory if the farmer's pay roll exceeds $500 
for the preceding calendar year. Independent operators without employees 
and, consequently, no pay roll, may elect coverage. However, as accidents 
of this group are not recorded, it appears that they usually do not insure, 
which may be deduced from the following statement. D "In California, every 
employer of labor, without any exception, is required to report every indus— 
trial injury. Therefore, the tabulations include all industrial injuries 
regardless of whether we have jurisdiction as to compensation or not and 
regardless of whether the employer has rejected or not. Injuries to inde- 
pendent farm operators are not included in the tabulation." 


Following is a 6-year report of the number and severity of agricul- 
tural accidents in California: ‘ 


Table 6.- Number of injuries in agricultural accidents in California 
by years and by extent of injury, 1935-40 


| Extent of injuries 
Year 


Data from Industrial Accident Prévention Bureau, Industrial Accident. Com 
mission, San Francisco, California, May 6, 1942: 


- 50/ Legge, R. T., M. De "Ocew upational Hazards in the Agricultural Industries, # 
erican Journal of Public Health, Yol. 35, No. 4, April 1935. | 


51/ California Safety News, published by Industrial Accident Commission, San 

Francisco and Los Angeles, California. 

or), Shanks, Graham L. "The Causes and Prevention of Accidents to the Opera- 
tors of Farm Machinery in the U. S. and Canada," Master! s Thesis, Iowa State 
College, 1931. co 
5 gers epenaaacs With Industrial Accident Commission, San Francie6co, 
alif., Mar. 19, 1936. 
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Delaware 


f 


. Farmers are ex eeinded from the compulsory provisions of workmen's. 
_ compensation but may elect insurance and receive the specified benefits. 
An analysis of accidents and casualty insurance experience with Delaware 
readers of a Pennsylvania farm magazine is given in table 7. 


Table {.- Amount and number of injury claims filed by Delaware readers 
of a Pennsylvania farm magazine, by agency of injury, 
April 1, 1937 to April 1, 1940 


Agency associated with injury 


Amount of 


4 claims paid Small Auto- Miscel- 
a : . M * 
ie Animals lachines tools mobiles laneous Total. 
eo Dollars Number | Number Number Number Number Number 
3 
eUnder 10 .... 6 £% 
Be es 0 
P 60- mene 8S 0 
ee 6 


Data adapted from list of claims paid insured readers of the Ponnsylvania 
| Farmer. 


— ‘Florida 
‘ Florida 


a No statistics on farm accidents are available for Florida. A farm- 
_safoty bulletin has been published and distributed, which portrays graph- 
‘ically how to identify hazards and gives suggestions as to how injuries may 
_ de avoided.2 54 / Farmers, except those with sawmills that employ more than 
710 persons, are excluded from compulsory provisions but may elect workmen's 
compensation. The law was amended June 14, 1941, and deletes the exemption 
if 3 or more are employed in menace ral. labor, logging, dairy products, 
and processing of farm products.22/ - 


eh" re ir 


Idaho 


Table 6 gives the experience of farmers, classified by type of farm- 
ing, who were insured in workmen's compensation. 


. Ferm employers are excluded from the compulsory provisions of workmen's 
compensation except in such case as an employer elects in writing +o be in- 
cluded, This section was amended March 7, 1939, to provide that an employer 
. may revoke such election and in the event of cancellation of the insurance ° 

icy under which the employer is covered, the revocation Of veléctvion shall 
be automatic. 


Mayo, Nathan, Commissioner of Agriculture, bulletin, "Safety on tho arm, 
lahassce,| Florida, 

‘Digest of State and Federal Labor toes Pr Mose UL 4S, Dept. 
r, July 1940 to July 1941. 


iu ts and losses paid to speci 
labor under workmen's compensation 
TRate DOR one 
aT $100. + Payroll 
De Ve Ae RAY POL MOE ey 


Dollars : Dollars 
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Dollars 


General farm labor 1.90 : 538,104: \10,203 +. 
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Operators of machinery 3.00 120,336 3,608 


Fruit growers Ge ~S0 27,856: 1,903 


ee ce £2 e28 ee o2 se 


Stock raisers eo" 1 1a eae 


Total 176 39,09%,9320. 1b aera 
Shanks! Thesis, Iowa State College, 1931, 
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Analyses of statistics on more than 6,000 accidents (most 
accidents), collected from newspaper clippings in Illinois in 1 38 
1939, showed that nearly one-third resulted from injuries sust 1 
machinery, with injuries from handling animals second, and falls, 
Hight percent resulted in death, 6 percent in major or minor perman 
(Gisability, and 86 percent in temporary disability, aM” 


Farmers are excluded from the compulsory provisions of wor 
compensation although they may elect to be COVERGE pets ae 


_ The distinction made between a permanent injury and a temporar 
disability is illustrated as follows: If a worker loses four fing 
his hand, the injury is classified as a temporary disability, as 
continue his farm operations; but if he loses the thumb also, 
permanently injured. The loss of a hand or a foot or both eyes 
@ permanent injury, whereas the loss of a finger, one eye, onan 
permanent in nature but less than disabling, is a temporary disa 
sociation has offered liabili 
tection to Illinois farmers since 1929. ‘For one worker the rate 
cents a month, plus $3 a year, but minus 5 percent if the e : 
in his reports regularly, Protection is up to $5,000. App x 
of these employer's liability policies were in force as of Dec 
- Beginning in 1936, accident records were also class 
_ they occurred to men, women, or children under 15 year 
is a summary of the accidents as compiled from newsp 


b) /S6/, Sea footadte 15 on a, 4. 


The Illinois Agricultural As: 


; chart for period 1936-42 inclusive 1/ 
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n “Epon Fern Accident Charts, Illinois. leehenl Gavel Associations, 
ekg Bacher s De epartment of Safety. 
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ary DRE March, an April oak 


PAY: 
pte ok eh dreamcast. 


Farmers having one or more employees may elect coverag 
workmen's compensation, in Iowa. But the act excludes agricult 
employment. Data on farm accidents under an occupational group 
fication collected in 1935 and 1936 indicate that less than 5 pe 
‘of all accidental deaths occurred to people in agriculture. 57/ 0: : 

occupational group, a total of (percent of all accidental deaths W: 
the age limit 25-64 years occurred to farmers, By comparison wit 
occupational deaths, 

percent of the age gr 

years; and 49 percent 


According to another source of information, falls and automo’ 
accounted for 58 percent of all accidental deaths in the State’ du: 
period 1936-39 inclusive; fires and explosions, 5.9 percent; we : 
and drowning, 3.4 percent; machinery, animals, and other farm hazar 
percent; and miscellaneous, 27.9 percent. 53/ ee 

porting an investigation of ¢ 
hinery and the application of this labor group. 


men's compensation laws, reported the following: 59/ ile " 


(1) Farm labor is afforded far less protection than indus 
labor, : c § ia 
Farmers are injured three times as often proportionate 
are their employees, . 


The proportion of employers injured is exceedingly high in 
agriculture, . 7 


differences of opinion ag 
ired, Aine 


There is evident need for a rational safety code whic 
provide maximun safety with minimum inconvenience and 


me Collection of farm-a 
_ of 1935 when the State Boar 
county tax assessors to gat 

results of farm accidents, 


T/ Data collected by Iowa Division of Vital. Statistics, 
5S} Article in Wallacets Parmer, Jan. 25, 19hiit 7 pene . 
— 59/ See footnote 52 on eles nae Fe et 


By were Aue 193 Bnd indicated the 


” 


‘one 8 accident occurred ae each 50 hips in Kansas. 

An average lof 4, 7 persons were Maieea for each 1, 000 inhabitants, 
An average of more than 40 days lost for each accident. 

eta tn 1934, a total of lie were killed and 127 permanently disabled. 


(5) More accidents Beeueree in the central and eastern parts of 
the’ State than in the western part. 


Assessors! returns report BD percent of the accidents occurred 
eke’ the use of machinery; 23 percent were ascribed to horses; 
ad 6 percent to automobiles and trucks; 2 percent to cattle; e 


a ‘percent to falls; and in 34 percent of.the cases. psy cause was 
eee OG “ania 


ekg) Carelessness was given as the cause of 29 percent of all acci- 
iy saents, i 


(8) “About 85 percent of the farm-accident victims were males in 
their most useful years. 

_ Three discoveries were listed as a result of the first survey? 

(1) Farm accidents in Kansas are more numerous than those occurring 
in any of the other industries in the State. 


(2) Fundamental causes of farm accidents are the same as those 
a cin other industries - unsafe equipment and unsafe workers. 


ars): hi yearencund ah Ba program must be a regular job for the 
Kansas State Department of Agriculture, 


esi esinnine in, 1942, the ae State Board of Health has issued an 

annual report of accidental deaths occurring in the State, A rather com- 
ete analysis of farm accidents and safety suggestions is given, Organ- 
zation of the annual report is based on data classified as follows: The 
‘State record, .occupat.ional ci Ole public accidents, home Peeters 

oy motor vehicle accidents. : 

oa ‘farm-safety primer is feeued by the Parm Accident Conniehee. 

e Safety Council, which includes the county, and State safety contest 


Ohler, i “Gh in eM eee "The Most Hazardous Occupation in Kansas," 
ae Nek Jan. ewe 


Se eee = 


ay | Agricultural workers, except operators of threshing mac ine 
a excluded from the provisions of workmen's compensation in Kent 

the State legislature passed a bill February 21, 1942, proposing 
E constitutional amendment, subject to ratification, the enactment 
et ile tiara “compulsory iaw. Farm workers, both employers and employees, may t 
é Jointly elect coverage by voluntary application to the Board, 
ee sof three employees may be waived as fewer may elect and be acce 
Bc insurance, “i / 


No statistics on farm accidents were obtained. 


Louisiana Bee 


Aithough farmers generally are excluded from the compulsory pro 
visions of workmen's compensation in Louisiana the act. applies to emplo, 
of those engaged in the operation, construction, repair, removal, mainte 
ance, and demolition of harvesting machinery, threshing machines, Co 
gins, cotton compresses, sugar houses, sugar and other refineries, 
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ag 
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The following article states: 61/ "From ... expressions of the : 
pellate Courts of Louisiana, it may be concluded that farm laborers are ~ 
not as a general rule protected by the Workmen's Compensation Law becaus: 
farming is not declared a hazardous occupation by the statute. In ho; 
instances, however, where the farm laborer installs, operates, or repa 
tractors, engines, and other forms of machinery, or performs servi 
connected with these contrivances the statute is applicable to hin, T 
‘too, if the farm laborer does work which is incidental to the operat 
_-——s=—s« of any of the businesses designated by the act as hazardous, such as 
ee) hauling sugar cane from his employer's field to the same employer's 
refinery, his employment is within the soope of the Workmen's Compens. 
Law and the laborer is protected against injury occurring within the 
of that employment .., ." . 
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No statistics on farm accidents were discovered 


Maryland . seg whe 
| Farmers are excluded from the compulsory provisions of. workm 
compensation but may elect to become covered, in Maryland, ie Sa 


_ Unpublished data on the experience of a casualty agency w 
risks in Maryland for 1934 listed 334 cases classified by causes a 
Playing, 11; burns and scaldings, 9; tree cutting, 7; falls, 83; t s 
autos and trucks, 44; machinery, 33: livestock, 28; and miscellaneous or 
unclassified, 70, | ; 


61/ Hernandez, Claude E., Conclusions From Court Decisions Wor 
_ Compensation Laws, Louisiana, Louisiana Rural Economist, Jan. 1 


nas na 


_ The Maryland Agricultural Extension Service has been working on the 
question of farm accidents for a number of years, A 6-month survey of 
accidents on Maryland farms, based on data collected by ee agents, was 
made in 1936, 


~"“ Excerpts from a farm-safety address, "Watch Your Step," delivered 
May 16, 1936, before the Farm Bureau, follow: 62/ 


"Sometimes I think that. in this mechanical age, particularly with 
the almost universal. use of automobiles, we are getting more or less cal- 
loused to serious, and even fatal, accidents .,. ‘Statistics tell us that 
there are an even larger number of accidents aedey on the farms and in 
the homes ... 


"The National Safety Council is responsible for the statement 
that more than twice as many persons met. accidental death in their homes 
during 1934 as were killed by accidents in all kinds of gainful employment 
»-- The fact that twice as many people are killed in the home as in in- 
dustrial plants does not inean that the home is twice as dangerous, It 
must be remembered that only a fraction of the population consists of in- 
dustrial workers, but practicallyeverybody has a home. Similarly, a large 
percentage of people spend more of their time in the home than on the 
roads, or other places w>sre they are exposed to accidents, and that is 
especially'true of the humemakers of the country, © 


"Recently we have attempted to conduct a survey in Maryland to 
ascertain the number of accidents, as well as their nature and causes, 
with a view to providing basic material for educational efforts along 
lines of prevention. It appears to me that a well—worked-out program 
and an organized effort designed to impress upon rural people the neces- 
sity for care in their daily occupations and help them to avoid these un- 
necessary causes of distress, expense, and even death, rank among the 
most valuable services it is 1h oe to render," 


Injuries to ih a Maryland readers of a Pennsylvania farm 
magazine during the Bye od April 1, 1937 to April 1, 1940, are tabulated 
in table 10. 


be Symons, T, B., Dr,, dean and director, Agricultural Extension 
Service, University of Maryland, College Park, Md, 
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Table 10. Number of injury claims filed by Maryland readers of a Penn- 
sylvania farm magazine, by amount of claims and agency of 
injury, April 1, 1937 to April 1, 1940 


s 
° 


Agencyassociated with injuries 


Amount of : - a - 
ame" eee : : ; +7 Soma Lanes uto- 3 scel- } 
Claims paid ; Animals ,Machines, 4.53. : mobile : Pinon Total 
Dollars * Number : Number : Number : Number ‘ Number : Number 
Under 10 + pL ge 46 bins > 14g 260 
10-19 : alia ; 6 satatony ; 10 : | Uy ra) 
P0=29: 2 : y eae: : 3 : 27 39 
30-39 : 2) oe 2 ee) :. 5 ae TE, Hy 12 
4Yo-4g - : 4 he Ge = : Brees 16 
50-59: - : 1 : : 4 2 DY) One Wa 
60-69; : he : 1 : : si 
10-79 $ : i : zh : - r 
80-89 : ; ' : 1 : ; 1 
200-299; mee : : 4) 3 2./ a wena 3 
1,000 and : a ih : 22.88 wa : P 
over : : : syehee ; : 
Hove fe 36 Oa in ee 


1/ Represents 1 death. 
2/ Represents deaths, 


Data from records of the Pennsylvania Farmer, Pittsburgh, Pa, The insur- 
ance was with a private casualty company. 


Massachusetts 


Total agricultural accidents in Massachusetts were less in 1937 
than in 1934, according to a report by the Department of Industrial Acci- 
dents for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1934 and 1937. But there were 
slight increases in deaths and in permanent total disabilities. The 
average length of time lost per accident was 99 days in 1934 and 115 days 
in 1937. The difference is explained by the fact that 6,000 days lost 
time are calculated for each death or permanent total disability. 


Compulsory provisions of workmen's compensation insurance do not 
include agricultural employees, but they may elect coverage, As common 


law defenses are allowed, no particular encouragement exists for employers 


to insure, 


Michigan 


Farmers are excluded from the compulsory provisions of the Work- 
men's Compensation Act, although they may elect coverage, in Michigan. 
Employers! defenses at common law are allowed, however, to those not 
electing to insure, 


< 35 - 
A project to prone ts safety ih “Michigan farin homes, conducted in 
“qe sounties and participated in by 2,577 women under the direction of 
the home demonstration leader, reported results as follows: 63/ 

(1) Fire: hazards eliminated, 2,051, 


(2) Changes in practice to lessen danger of fire, 1,467. 


: (3) Saar Werag practice to decrease number of falls and cuts, 
i 1,449. 


(4) Repairs made to hazardous items, such as rails, steps, and 
torn rugs, 1,073. 


i. (5) Unnecessary poisons were eliminated and those kept were 
correctly marked and labeled by 1,500 families. 


“x oie 7 7 


y Minnesota 


In Minnesota, although farmers are excluded from the compulsory 
terms of workmen's compensation, an employer of farm laborers may assume 
“the liability for compensation by the purchase and a ceptance of a valid 
policy covering farm laborers, or may voluntarily come under the act. 

The farm laborer, or his dependents, under the private policy, shall 
‘accept, in the event of injury or death, compensation and benefits accord- 
peing to the Workmen's Compensation Act, 


Data classified by Gerda ©. Pierson,’ coe Division of Birth and 


e In 1938 a survey of deaths from accidents occurring to residents 
of rural or farm homes showed that 71 fatal accidents occurred by type 
i" and age SFONDS as follows: 
q Table 11, - Accidental deabne to rural and farm residents 
| in Minnesota, by type and age groups, 1938 
- ‘. alype ; Total : Under :/15-24 -; 25-64 ; 65 and - 
q (occupational) 1/ tall ages:l14 years: years : years : over 
Ml : * Number + Number ‘ Number * Number * Number 
mie : : : ; : 
F Injury by animals : 212) : 0 : 7 -s 9 ‘ 12 
p (falls REESE lars Ah #) ads Seatac : 9 = 
_ Machinery : VED mini ieee 8 eed tGr Leahy eal} : e 
| Run over by tractors ; ded eee, Par sek ae nae 0 
_ Run over by wagons : rill tig eS B iyradlo Pi cata wines 2 
Falling trees t DOV eer Coates 220) ain Ba oe) 1 3 
; Other - : Laene ns? a0) he ett aoe Re ; 5 
Total” CH eNO le Qa Bg ag 0 aac: Ss: ? Les 
ne ne en LS EI a ear as ; 
1/ Occurring on farm, premises, not on public roads or other public places. 


ree 


ian a ; hi Port ine. ees wales ator gaat eve cane’ program o 
sota Farm Safety: Conference: held Bee St. Paul on October aa 


ieee of. the ee Problem,: tts Work: eeriett © Farm Home : 

The Safe Handling cf Livestock is Prevent Accidents, Safeguarding the 

ah Preschool Child Against Accidents. A general summary of these topi 
ie 3 was presented, ge ue 


abbenste to cae Kotiad tina oY the PR) on axcent eae 
The Bureau of Vital Statistics queries the physician or informant lis 
on the death certificate of every home- or. farm—accident victim, 
studies of nonfatal injuries have been started in QO} lmstead. County, 
of the famous Mayo Clinic, nes accidental injury treated by a ae 


have recourse, in the ae Of. dias. ees in. eee ee 
to the common law statutes of employer's liability, . No. statistics 
farm ce ae were eee er cle _ An Martane to. pron aes 


and the Farm Security Marinade ean ion would cooperate dines ec Hy 8.0’ a 
‘drivers, blacksmiths, etc., and would provide central living facili 
and transportation for migratory laborers in agricultural work, — 


Missouri 


“yer 
Se 


“Farmers in ‘Missouri are: excluded from the compulsory” provi ns” 
workmen! S Compensation but any employer exempted may file with the Co 

‘Mission notice of his: ‘election to be accepted, He must post a not 
the insurance ‘on .the ‘farm premises and any employee entering or remai 
in ‘the services of such employer 30 days after the posting of such n¢ 
shall be presumed to accept coverage also, unless he fil es jointly w: 
employer a written notice of rejection of the plan, tity 


3 * be a 


Ot) Notes. fear eons Safety Paki Aes ve C, ism Featand: ‘Exe 
Secretary, Minne sota Safety Council; ‘and T, F, Wold, Minnesota De 
of Health, Proc. :29th Safety Congress, Oct 7-11, 19k0, National ‘Sa. 
..Gouncil, , SO a a eae 


65/ War Board Activities No. Pat May 19; “19h, 


« 
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Montana 


Srepiea Farm labor is included under the compulsory provisions of workmen's 
compensation if the work is classified as hazardous, in Montana, Any farm 


in private company) or plan number 3 (insurance in State fund), in which 
| event he shall not be liable to respond in damages at common law or by 
statute. Employees of such employers shall be deemed to have elected to 


election not to be so bound, An amendment, approved March 3, 1939, makes 
it compulsory for all employers in a hazardous occupation to enroll under 
the act. ; 


of Data on insurance exposure and the number and classification of 
“| accidents in Montana for the period July 1, 1915, to June 30, 1928, were 
reported as follows: ' 


compensation, by type =nd extent of injury, and the ratio of 
claims to number insured, July 1, 1915 to June 20, 1928 F 


: ; . Extent of injuries 

* Number | Number eases — E 

* insured ; of ae. ae Disability ; 

° ° “ ° claims to: 4 

(Exposure); claims | SS Raa : ,. Fatal 

. . * . Temporary, Permanent, 

: Number : Mamber : Percent : Number : Number : Number 
Laborers ee a eee eet rs eo ed : 1 
Machine operators } ae ee eae, 4s a8 2 ; ] 

Average : ; ae es 0 : 


| 
| 


— 


Shanks! Thesis, Iowa State College, 1931. 
Nebraska’ 


Farmers are excluded from the compulsory provisions of workmen's 
compensation in Nebraska, but any employer may elect to provide and pay 
for compensation insurance, The procurement of such a policy is conclu- 
sive proof of the employer's and employee's election to be bound by the 
terms of the act, ‘The plan may be rejected by the employee before an 
- accident ccecurs, The sale of machinery whitch does not conform to the 
|- safety code is forbidden, 66/ | 


Loss of 92 lives by fires were reported in Nebraska in 1939, with 
property losses of $2,293,774. These deaths, by causes, are listed as 


follows: 67/ Gasoline explosions, 7; gasoline stove fires, 6; kerosene 


66] See footnote 52 on p. 26. 


ES 67/ "Pires Take 92 Lives in State Last Year," Mutual Insurance Journal, 
May 1940, 


| employer may elect to comply with the provisions of plan number 2 ( insurance 


come under these provisions unless they shell file with the board a specific 


Table 12.- Number of claims filed by Montana farm employees under workmen's 


“Sil 


stoves fires, 5; starting fires with volatile fluids, 18; ignition of other 
volatile fluids, 1; burning buildings,’ 73; automobile burning, 10; tractor 
fires, 2; careless use of matches, 2; clothing catching fire, 11; bonfires 
anf field fires, 3; lightning, 1; electricity, 13; blowtorch, 1; and fire-— 
men in line of duty, 5. There were 41 men, 35 women, 10 children, and 5 
unclassified who lost their lives from fires." 


Farm accidents, collected from newspaper records from May 7, 1929 
to December 30, 1930, show that farmers are injured much more often than 
either members of their families or hired hands (tablel3). 


Table 13.- Farm accidents in Nebraska by occupations and extent of injuries 


—. 


Occupation of accident victim 33 Extent of injuries 
Class : Number 33 Kind $ Number 
Farmers : 836 3: Injuries i 1,088 
Members of family : LO6 :: Disabilities: 169 
Hired help : ee vee"Deaths : LOT 
Total : 1,364 2 Total : 1,364 


Shanks! Thesis, Iowa State College, 1931. 


. A further analysis: showed causative agents as follows: Animals, 
USL persons injured, with-40 deaths; machinery and general farm equipment, 
409 injured, with 27 deaths; falls and contacts with moving objects, 266, 
with 22 deaths; and misccllaneous, 208, with 18 deaths. 


New Jersey. 


The New Jersey Workmen's Compensation Act presumes the inclusion of 
farm employers by election although they are excluded from comoulsory 
insurance. But in practice, many farmers insure, as they are not allowed 
to plead common-law defenses. 


Claims against a private casualty carrier made by New Jersey Readers 
of a Pennsylvania farm magazine, by amount and agency associated with the 
injury, were reported as shown in table 14, 


- 49 - 


Table 1U.~. Number of injury claims filed by New Jersey readers of a 
Pennsylvania farm magazine, by amount of claim. and agency of. 
injury. April 1, 1937 to April 1, i940 


a 


bun OL may ih inne with in juries . Wek 
claims et * Animals "Machinery (ones ; Auto— 4 Miscele 3° motn1 
: ae ; tools (smobiles : laeneouste 
Dollars : Number : Number : Number : Numbor : Number ~:, Number 
Under 10 eee tt Me el ao ke Teg: 8177 
10-19 : 9 3 Tan ae. ue 8 3 Se Oe 61 
20-29 : Lajas Ziv ah’ Dev Os te dd, 3 =) 
30-39 : oe vet Be ae oo: ° 
Hiouhe ee yc A i 5 ler peheE A) 12 
eres : : : : gles 3 1 
60.99 : : aga : Sat i 
100 : : a ee ee : : u 
; : na os : : : 
_ Total : 2 27 =} ee SOSH De ee  alty 


.Represents death. 
Data adapted from records’ of the Pennsylvania Farmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. ‘The 
insurence was carried by a private casualty company. 


‘New York 


Farm laborers are excluded from the compulsory terms of workmen's 
conmensation, in New “*or’x, but an employer may bring in an employment that is 
| not listed. within the coverage in acco~dance with section 50 (which provides 
- for self-assurance with fund or private carrier). ‘An amendment to the act 
“capproved April 21, 1941, (C.. EH; 639) provides for the voluntary coverage 

of exempted.employnent by the action of the employer alone and takes the 
| right away . from employees to reject covernge. 

A report on the nunber of claims and payments: under the general Farm 
Labor Code in New fork for 1937,, 1938, and 1939, is: given in table 15. 


A comparison of the New Zork é:perience of farm labor with that of 
similar compensation reports from members of the National Council gathered 
‘In 37 States and the District of Columbia shows that the average amount paid 
| per claim in New-York was $364, whereas the average anount per claim for the 
~group of States was only $230. a, 


Ps ¢. gee, 


Table 15.- Injury clains-and amounts patd to New York farners under-work— 
; nen's compensation, by kinds of injury, 1937, 1938, and 1939 


11,135 


Year Kind of injury aes eer Indemnity 
: ; Number 3 Dollars... Dollars— 
1939 : Death : 6 3,221 25, Soh 
: Major permanent : 14 : 99925; 39,569 
: Minor pernanent : 78 : P7950" - 2 eo, 43g 
:; Tersporary . & 2710 : 22, 459 $ 27,306 
:. Nonconpengable nédicel : Sul : AQS023 —= +0 
1938 : Death : 6 : EG: | Tee 18,953 
: Major permanent : & : a5 ae 30,590 
: Minor permanent : 72 : 12,085. i 34520 
: Temporary a ok 291 : 26 Lea ie 35,264 
: Noncompensable medical. : Jel : 119653 5 8) 
1937: Death " 5 - 280 re 15,297 
: Major permanent : g : ie Way) es 18,478 
: Minor permanent : 101 : 17,838 : Us, 891 
: Temporary : 3044 : 26, 40cm: 31,096 
: Noncompensable medical : 909 ; : fe) 


Based on experience for general farm labor ae oe 0006). Furnished by Louis 
H. Pink, Superintendent of Insurance, New tork State. 


North Dekota 


The Workmen's Compensation Act excludes agriculture from its pro- 
visions. However, an employer in North Dakota may comply with the Act and | 
not be itera under common law or by statutes during the period the insurance § 
is in force, provided the injured employee has remained in his service with : 
notice that his employer has paid the premiums. The continuation in the 
seryice of such employer with such notice shall be decned a waiver by the 
employee of his right of action, 


Activities of the Hore coe Agricultural Extension Service in the 
interest of safety for, fermers was reported as follows: 68/ 
iparine the past six aricnthne we have been conducting a progran. designed 
to prevent accidents from all causes about the farm. This fee taken the forn 
of a series of news articles, radio broni cas tage discussions at the various}| 
Extension nectings conducted through the State. Wo have particularly stressed, 
the elininavion of accidents resulting fron fire and farn machinery operation. 


68/ Scholigy Arthur teas Agricultural = ixtension Bin 9 sinoer, Agricultural 
College, Fargo, N. Dak. Senne ik of May 12, 1942; 


ea Oe 


We have already received several reports of serious injury and death resul t- 
i > 


jing from farina machinery overation this svring. 

| MYorth Daltota farmers have access +o little or no fire fighting equip-= 
pment. ‘The majority of the farms do not even have small hand fire extinsuish- 
fers about the premises. Consequently, it is practically impossible to con- 
ftrol a fire once it has gotten headway." 


No statistics on farm accidents were discovered. 


Slae mm ae 


Farm labor is included in the provisions of workmen's compensation, 
Wwhere three or more workmen are employed regularly. 


The Ohio Farm Bureau initiated a program in Mareh 1942 for promoting 
[farm safety through usg vocational egricultural units in high schools. 69/ 
iThe plan involves a survey of farm fires and accidents. Each vowational 
student reports the fires and accidents that oceur on his father's farm and 
on the farm of three neighbors. The completed surveys will be collected by 
ithe vocational instructors and forwarded at stated intervals. 


It was estimated that from 12,000 to 25,000 farm reports would be 
obtained, depending upon the cooperation of teachers, students, and farmers. 
| This project is the result of the organization of a State Farm Fire and 

| Accident Prevention Planning Committee. Data will be tabulated and analyzed 
| by the Department of Rural Economics at Chio State University, and used as a 
| basis for a broad educational campaign. 


Both the Farm Burceu end the Farm Bureau Insurance Comnanics have 
utilized, with good results, sound-photo films to develop an interest and » 
activity in farm fire and accident prevention. 


peak steady, increase in the number of accidents in agriculture, classified 
as tO four kinds of employment, is indicated in the following reports for 
1929, 1932, 1939, and 1940, (See table 16) 


The annual bulletins of the Industrial Commission furnish data on the 
economy of prevention and premium rates. Prenivun rates covering agricultural 
employnent are compared with those for other Sceunations.. In 1g41. the preniun 
rato ver $100 of pay’ roll for operators of fern nachinery was $7.00; for 
general farming, $3.50; nurserymen, $1.50; and florists, 60 cents. By com-— 
parison, the rate for steel workers was $1.00; cement nanufacturers, $1.30; 
and rubber tire manufacturers, 90 cents. 


Data for an ll-year period, submitted in the 1°41 bulletin, showed 
that the preniun rate for operation of farm machines had advenced from $5.00 


o9/ Pontious, Harry M., Director of Safety, Ohio Farn Bureau, Colunbus, Ohio, 
reported. 


RO 


in 1931 to $7.50 in 1936 and back to $6.50 in 19U0 and up to $7.00 im oul, 


The premium rate on general farming was $2.50 in 1931, $4.50 in 1938 and 1939, 


and $3.50 in 1941, For nurserymen the rate was 90 cents. in 1931, as high as. 
$2.30 in 1935, 1936, and 1937,-.and down to $1.50 in 1941. ‘The rate for 
florists was $0 cents both in 1931 and 1941, the highest being $1.50 in 1935 
and 1935. These data are examples of how rates are shifted upward when 
losses are heavy, and downward when accidents become less expensive. 


The 1941 bulletin conpares the frequency of accidents in agriculture 
with other industries: "In the period 1926-1939, when nany industrial class- 
ifications were making material reductions in accident frequency, the exper-— 
lence of the agricultural groups was in the opposite directione.. In 1949 
agriculture ... filed more than -two and one-half times as many claims per 
$1,000 pay roll as were filed in 1926. During the 5-year period, 1936-1940 
inclusive ....on 2 cunulative pay. roll of $40,620,000, Ohio farmers’... paid 
State Insurance Fund preniuns totaling $1,239,200, while the accident cost 
charge was $857,900. While-this gave the classification a 5-year surplus of 
$381,300, a prior deficit of $251,600 left agriculture with a net surplus of 
$129,700 on December 31, 1940," 


Table.16.- Ohio accidents, including fatalities, by kinds of agricultural 
a work for specified periods 


. : ols : ; : | 
Kind cr ~ iis eee ie 4908 i a 
fet WOK \twatal alt Tokal *-Ratal ‘Total! Fatal. * Total .* Fatal * Total 
: Number Number: Nunber Nunaber :Nunber Nunber Nunber - Number 
RUGR iets Tt age.) geodon ay aL Ie mld eo eee 203 
Nurserynen : @) tors 3 176: 3 Ne a 0 90 
General : : ; : 
ermine tos hd al ae elt Of TAL Ol 5 S06) eee 622 
Operation : : : 
Ofogerm : 3 H 
machines 3 2 52: 1 60 3: 2 BL 1's a1 64 


ec 


Potash LL OU a aL SRE 


1/ Fatal cases are included in the total coluuns for all years listed. 


ila Ak foe diac 979 


Accidents in Agriculture, Annual Bulletins of the Ohio Indistrial Commission, 
Columbus, Ohio, 


Oregon 
Farners are excluded from provisions of worknen's compensation. 


Available data on the farmer's position relative to conpensation is quoted 
as follows: 70/ "The Supreme Court of Oregon decided in 1917 that farmers 


70/ See footnote 52 on». 26, 


not. 


he 


= 


Sais ioa' to eee comion law Eis el 
irance is still (1931) elective for farmers. 
s fron that in other States in that the workman is required to contribute 


However, compensation 
The insurance in Oregon dif- 


. ) the premiums. ‘The A.~-S.M.B. Boiler Code ... is in force but does not apply 


'farn boilers. Portable circular wood saws ... are covered by a special 


safety order end the general safety rulings apply to farmers also.!! 


ae 
| No statistics. 
me i 


yy 
4 oP 
® 
pe 


eee 


Farners are excluded’ fron. i SE ae provisions of workmen's con- 
msation but-nay elect to be included. 


s 7 c 
iis i Data on injury clains and insurance paid Pennsylvania agricultural 


workers OA key ace period is given in table l7. 


ae 
iota. - 
a 


! oa eae and minor RIS ae disabilities. 


Data as renorted by Pennsylvania Compensation Ravine 
ile Sage November 30, 190. 


MTable 17.-— Workmen's cormensation claims of three Pennsylvania agricultural 


q groups, by amount and severity of injury, 1933-37 inclusive 
Bers os : : Said ee wed ty 

fee se Kind ~0f : disability L/ Per : Meee 
Year, . ae: ; : Mosel ae a ha ; 

ef x Amount | Mount Anount ; “dnount 
a . a sNunber Dollars iNumber Dollars ‘Dollars eNuaber Dotan 
1933- : Farm labor : 95 : 10 16,657 : a Daas 
i. : Nurserymen 3} 6 3 2 76, 2a 0 ey) 
Meme: Florists 3 2,049 : 4,018 3 0 © 
1934 : Farn labor : Leaeo eet 18,U08 : pmasrage 
3 : Nurserynen : 4,120 3 yy 4,861 : nr sue bake (6, 
Mowe: Florists : 2,304 3 5 ? 3 6,680 3 0 ©) 
1935 : Farn labor ; Ves OORT ge) hO:: 20,246 : 10. 13,350 
hs: Nurserynen : 4,893 : yy 4,605 3 0 

Mees Florists: 69 3 5 Uu7 0 0 
1936 : Farn labor ; iy Hevea poe ake 21,959 : 5 17,409 
» -: Nurserynen ; hi ot ce) 9,189 .: hal Cai by pA Ais: 
Mees Florists —: 4Ou 3 5 4,683 3 0 0 
#937 : Farn labor : Boe aol : 26,402 : 10 34,086 

me : Nurserynen : 8,330 : 5 lO, a0: Leas Fn 

PetOristsc «! 379 3 2 ‘pak soou @) Og 


and Inspection Bureau, 


fe ies ae . FIRS. Animals ‘Machines 7 ee Tpocoounpe 
Dollars :Numter :Nuvber : Number : Number ! Number : Number 
Under LOS 25728): eed : 420 + 395 : 2h 
LOSE ign s IOs s + 128 caret > 90 ; ; 
ACPO res a 7s See r82 ia pec : : 
Om rs a a OU 8 sa LT Ch) 3 ses Sha : ie 
Hogs 180) 3 rial fe ane Hae : iy 
50-59 Laie £0 2 ne Pan aa) ee : S 
60-69: 3 15 3: ray ea ws Se ath es ea ‘ 
TO+79 ; Hare a : 1, “ : 
60-89. . 3. Lets. e PF ge : oe 3 
90-95. 3 ee fear eas : : my) sities 
100-199 +: Igri oe ye ; Casita tb Cie 
200-299 3 ues) Bo (1) i: (Lines : Ot oem 
500 : SE CLONMEL : “Os :) of G)3 
1,000 cf Loot : : t Ps Gey hes 
Total : 4 1507 : tT : 483 (2).3° 728" (1a) s 529 s 467 (13). 


(-) Represents fens aE SCO ‘ 


Data adapted from records‘of the Pennsylvania Farner,. Pittsburgh, Pag 


bin, struck by lightning, and ears under Aue ite 


: 


In addition, a rather comprehensive listing of ‘dlains and 
to Pennsylvania readers oF a farn nagazine, which was the aba 
insurance plan by a PN casualty carrier, is. 


*) 


Ue sae as and Seve of injury, rae 1 1037. BO sori a 


| 


= Sa TES | SN! 
ee ee 


_ Agency of injury 


e * 


Anount ° Total 3 


© KI 
ee 
c+ 
ps 
ee @3 @¢ oe 


insurance was carried by a private casualty GOH anys 


». The 21 deaths fron: Baca Pe catises in table 18 ‘were. reno: 1 
Saga Four. byt falling trees; two burned ‘to death; two féll fron hay 
and one each frori discharge. of gun, swallowing fish bone, working on 
cars, while in barn, noving car with power ‘truck, notorcycte, ’ row boat 
euaD girder fell on leg, ‘deer hunting, knocked ‘off ladder, disnounti: 


they nay aioe coverage, te they nust post in consol dues ‘piled ale sunmar 
of the najor provisions of the law. Under the anendnent to. the act 
approved March 26, 1942, a penalty is provided for failure to. execut 
specified requirenents.: ai 


South Dakota - 


Although 

tion, any who are engaged in operating for profit threshing machines, 

n combines, corn shellers, cornhuskers, shredders, silage cutters, and 
hullers, are subject to the ect. But the statutes do not anply to 

an owner in South Dakota who uses the machines on his or a neighbor's 

farm in any work-exchange arrangement. The act states that excepted 

employees may place themselves voluntarily under the insurance terms or 

an employer may insure and employees exempt themselves. A self-insured. 

mployer mast furnish proof of financial ability under the amendment 


H-128) passed March 7, 1941. 


farmers are excluded from provisions of workmen's com- 


No statistics on farm accidents were discovered. 


Utah 


mg ‘Farmers are excluded from provisions of workmen's compensation 
‘but: have a right to come under the compulsory terms of the act by compli- 


The principal farm-accident hazards in Utah were reported as 
‘ollows: 71/ 


= 
ra 


a "People lose their lives each year while moving hay derricks which 
} come in contact with high tension electric wires. We have given warning on 
this but we still go on having accidents. 


sf 
ea 


4 


.o 


a 
4 
: 

/ 


"We still have a number of people killed each year from enraged 
| bulls, a thing entirely to be avoided if proper equipment and constuction 
| are provided, 
1 Ie have made some effort and written special letters to our county 
ce the removal of those things which will most likely give 


have considerable data on the hazards of hail storms, ex- 
tt ‘ 


Dn dea rina ar 
ms = 


agents to emphasi 
| accidents ... we 
. a : > * 
- plosion of threshers from smutty grain and some fire hazards ... 


es i alae 
q Washington 
aa Although interpreted to include farmers under its compulsory pro- 


| visions, the Workmen's Compensation Act, in practice, excludes the industry. 
| -The basis of divided opinion is traced to the statement that the act is 
intended to apply to and include all inherently hazardous works and occu- 
Section 7676 of the act lists agricultural workers and specifies 


PP “pations. 
tee 
premium rates. 


Pe dyes 


1 ” Peterson, Willian, Director of Agricultural. Ixtension Service, Logan, 
tah, correspondence of Feb, 26, 1936. 


4 


5 ae 


In 1935, the agricultural industry. insured, under elective coverage, 
1,795,725 hours of work and had 136 time-loss accidents and 11 permanent 
partial-disebility accidents. 72/_ Causes of accidents were classified 
under 32 subheads. Fall were listed most frequently, 


Washington farmers who insure, come under industrial safety regula- 
tions and their machinery is inspected, -73/ 
West Virginia 


Farmers are excluded from provisions of workmen's compensation but 
they may elect to come under terms of the act. 


The character and extent of accident experience (no deaths reported), 
of a private casualty company insuring West Virginia readers of .a Penn- 
sylvania farm magazine, is given in table 19. 


Table .19.- Number of claims paid to West Virginia readers of a Pennsylvania 
tern magazine. by amount and frequency of injury, Apriled sists 37 
te April 1, 1940 


agency associated with injuries 


S ene. 2 aoe Miscel- 


Total 


Sebiwpgnd er tee one toéls : mobiles : laneous ; 
Dollars * Number : Number * Number ‘ Number : Number + Number 

Under 10 6 ; 5 9 : g ee: 59 
10-19 : a! 3 : 2 : 2 yet J2e : 34 
20. 29 ; 1 : 2 ; a : 5 : 7 : 15 
30-39 L : ns : - : - : - : te 
LoO-U9 : . : = 4 = : - : y : 4 

ry : : : : 
Total oe ee as) ie ae ceil eS she. a 


Data adapted from records of the Pennsylvania Farmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. The 
insurance was carried by a private casualty company. 


Wisconsin 


One source of information for Wisconsin stated: "Farmers may elect 
compensation insurance. Commercial operators of machines such as balers, | 
threshers, huskers, are required to elect or lose their common law defenses, 
Safety coaes, seventeen in nunber, are in force and apply to farms insofar 
as appropriate, In addition, the labor laws (49) have special provisions 
covering the operation and sale of corn shredders and an ancient ruling 
regerding tumbling rod drives of threshing machines is still in force, | 
Provision is-Also made for at least 30 minutes per month instruction in the. 

public schools on accident prevention." Tapes 

fe] Data from Washington Department of Labor and Industries, 1936, 
{3/ See footnote be O01 UW. 20, 

[+/ See footnote 52 on p. 26. 
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An analysis of the causes of 2,445 deaths from farm accidents .in 
the State during the period 1934-37; inclusive shows. that 42 percent were 
due to falls, 14 percent to heat, 13 percent to drownings, 12 percent to 
burns, 6 percent to firearms, 4 percent to poisons, 4 percent to animals, 
3 percent to machinery, and 2 percent to electricity. 15/ 


Other States 


Such information as could be found on the insurance requirements 
for agricultural workers under State compensation laws is shown for 
certain States in table 20. This table supplements the preceding report 
and includes information for States not having statistical records of 
accidents, In most of these States agricultural employment is excluded, 
In addition, the avmerical limitation as to the minimum number of employees 
would automatically exclude the small farmers. 


15/ "Beware the Perils of Feace." Wisconsin Agriculturist and Farmer, 
June 29, 19440. 


_ 48 - ei ee. 


Table 20.- Comparison of agriculture with industries as to insurance require—_ 
ments of workmen's compensation laws for selected States Yi 


Insurance requirements of workmen's 
vumienaation laws 4 ge Stet 
|Nunerical | 
| As to im- | limitation | As to agri- 
State ; dustries | (Minimam “ulture Remarks 
| meeting | number of (Included 
specified | employees or 
| conditions! to which excluded) 
1 | acts avply) ej 
Arizona | Compulsory 3 Partly Applies to agricul- 
included ture if machinery 
| is used 
| 
Arkansas | do. 5 Excluded 
| 
Colorado | Bective yy den 
Connecticut | ao. e's Included 
hee i - Loe 
Geérgia | do. Lon: Excluded 
Indiana | do. None do. 
| : 
Maine | do. 6. He) wn BOs | Common law defenses 
| allowed if less 
| than 5 emoloyed 
. | - 25 ; i ‘ 
Nevada — | Go. jt4 %.') None Included | Farmers assumed to 
| ee ame | ; be included unless. 
' ae Nil ee they formally reject 
New Hampshire do. 5 Excluded Numerical Limitation 
| ; applies only in 
case of nonhazard-— 
ous emoloynent 
s 4 . - ” 
New Mexico 3/ Elective yh Excluded Farmers ¢xcluded on 
| basis. that occupa- 
| ‘tion is not listed 
! . 
| | | as extra hazardous 
North Carolina do. | 5 | do. | 
4 / x | . | | : . 
Oklahoma — Compulsory | 2 | do | Farming listed as 
| | nonhazardous 
occupation 
South Carolina | Hlective 15 | do. 


Continued 


_ 4g 


Table 20.- Comparison of agriculture with industries as to insurance require- 
ments of workmen's compensation laws for selected States - Contd. 

Insurance requirements of workmen's 
compensation laws =/ 
Numerical 


As to agri- 


are employed 6 
months and other 
hazardous phases 
are included 


As to in- limitation aes 
State dustries (Minimum re ae 4 Remarks 
meeting number of \ tal 
specified employees eceiiied) 
conditions|] to which 2/ 
; acts sony) = : 
Tennessee do. | | do. 
Texas do. | 3 | do. 
} 
| | 
| Vermont do. | LL | Included Election voluntary 
| | if less-than 10 
| | employees 
Virginia | do. | 7 Wxcluded | Numerical imitation 
| reduced from Li to 
7 by amendment of 
| March 10, 1942 
| Wyoming Compulsory | None Partly Power farming if 5 
| 


| 
| | 


ee et ee 


1/ Problem of Workmen's Compensation Insurance in the United States and 
Canada, Bulletin 672, U. S. Dept. Labor, Appendix 2, 1940. 

2/ Workmen's compensation statutory provisions, coverage of farm labor. 

fi Numerical exemption does not apply if injury occurs when at work on any 
derrick, scaffolding, or pole, or such structure 10 feet or more above 
ground. 


U/ Amended May 15, 1941 to delete exception of dairies. 
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Exhibit I - Claims and Medical Expenses of Farm Labor 
Under Workmen's Compensation, and Amount 
of Payroll, Policy Years 1935 and 1936 
Combined. 


Exhibit II - Individual Accident Reports of Farm Labor 
From Workmen's Compensation Experience 


Exhibit III - Workmen's Compensation Premium Rates for 
Farm Labor 


Exhibit IV - Suggesicd Questionnaire Form for Reporting 
Farm Accidents 


Exnibit 1 


Claims and medical expenses of farm labor under 


oF payroll, solicy years 1935 end 19% coubined 1 


: Medical gas losses 


‘ - >: Serious 2 Nonserious 


claims Cliains 
State et se ln 


. 
\ 
. 
. 
7 
. 


3} expense : : 
ees . Cases ,~ Amount 


Grand total 


/ Member reports to National Council of Compensation 


ee ene 


:232, 297,600 


Cases ; Losses ; Cases . Losses 

' Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Dollars Number Dollars 
Alabama ...... 1 - 349-200 22 23, 6s 16 756 1,785 18 6,309 
hol eee WG : 6,377,400 15 33.098 851 7,052 75,203 865 188,355 
California ... 3136,552,600 207 419,771 9,019 697,528 1,093,643 9,226 2,207,942 
Colorado ..... : 2,402,900 5 11,652 ~ 14 11,41 17,22 153 40,298 
Connecticut .. ; 8,092,000 13° 25314 ae 75 70,825 421 136,893 
District of ‘ : 

Columbia ... ; 27,600 + - 1 22 28 L 50 
Florida ....% : 5,047,800 POE, BAG 175° 7,804 § 22,880..°Cr82 9 gy jeae 
Georgia ...... : 1,437,900 1 100 140 3,729 9,377 141 13,206 
idehoas ko : 15d.500° = ‘- 8 222 a7 8 815 
Illinois ..¥.. : 3,421,300 8 16,359 223 24 366 22,272 231 64,497 
Indiana ...... : 2,934,100 6 7.355 218 12,175 14,947 224  Saaee 
Towa ...5. 0 ttt ai 708 900 wre - 19s ANSE 2,247 19 331 
Kansas sels 0s wes : 581,300 1 25539 53 2643 3805 4 987 
Kentucky ..... : eae 2 3,089 78 3,687 746" 80  1A,243 
Louisiana .... : 7,835,900 16 14,310. 1,093 30,619 46,548 1,109 20 At 
Naina iSo,: : 530,500 1 2,163 3¢ 5 083 4,042 6) il, 
Maryland ..... H 2.131,,100 1 126 155 9393 12,269 - 166 “Se imae 
Massachusetts : 6,419,100 14) - 334,611 319 35,189 42,240 333. 12040 

, Michigan ..... : 5,468,800 6 14,200 246 = 20,508 18,136 252 52,844 
Minnesota .... 3 2,470,190 So. 2,915 177 17.062 Vien eel 2 46,231 
Missouri ..... : 1,604,400 4. 19,494 © PABA 3,687 10,975 16 38 836 
Montana ...... : 639,090 5 12,661 27 2,424 8,055 32. Bae 
Nebraska ..... 3 621,300 3 3,482 £5 6,930 5,634 48 15,146 
New Hampshire ; 1,618,100 - - 114 2,079 € ,033 14°" yoga 
New Jersey ... : 10,459,600 30 74,077 733 68,610 66,122 783 ee 
New Mexico ... : 440,100 1 750 25 1,157 1,029 26 3°23 
New York ..... t 101369.500 19° 59,725 - 681 100,773 94,365 700 Tae 4 
North Carolina : 1,986,700 5 “9154 © 49% 5.733 8,310. 133 i eae 
Oklahoma ..... : AI], 200 1 607 24 1,950 25383 25 4,940 
Rhodg Island . : 636,400 - - 32 3,352 3.736 32 Fill 
South Carolina; 552,500 2° haat ) 235 808 il 4,47 
South Dakota . ; 105,000) 118 ~ 18 590 768 18 1,35 
Tennessee . : 439,600 - 29 951 2,159 29 3,110 
Teas or. e send =% 753,500 IS a0 53 3,080 4,365 5 8,970 
Dah Ss. eee : 295,900 1. 3,538 60 1,514 2,643 i ,080 
Vermont ...... : 1,012;000°) 3 °7 a4as 55 3,204 4,880 98 12,41 
Virginia ..... : oo ae 5 11,825 160 81704 11,36 165 51.306 
Wisconsin .... : 3,276,600 2. 2:100 Ay. 30,54 24896 aya ae 43 


396 808,387 16,224 1,261,988 1,748,249 16,620 3,818,615 


OY LN scape pee at 


actuary: correspondence of June 8, 1939. 


ne een, 


Insurance, A. Z. Skelking, 


Exhibit II 


Individual accident reports of farm labor from 
workmen's compensation experience 


Serious accidents, including deaths, under workmen's compensation, 
by cause and amount paid, based on reports from 37 States and / 
the District of Columbia, policy years 1935 and 1936 combined = 


ee 


Cause of accident Cases Compen- Medical Total 
sation 
: “Number — Dollars Dollars | Dollars 
Falls from hoights (ladders, 

Erase, Teorey Ott.) sn dees V2 Rue 21,691 96,257 307,948 
Be MOLL S Sich. offi eo Bee 39 43,558 el ,922 68,480 
‘Animals (kicks, bites, etc.) 94 155,717 | 60,353 216,070 
Automobile accidents ....... 60 107,088 25,451 132,539 
Overation of farm machinery 74 OLS 30, 641 144.659 
Struck by falling or moving | 

ee Be Mens 3's ck ees 78 | 95, 22C 24,777 he ies i 
Cuts, bruises, lacerations . : Be | LEK. 11,478 Ye 513 

| si ve 
Strains, including hernia’.. | 46 | 55,019 Ley at 45,556 
Diseases and infections .... | Lf aay 91,578 6,100 37,671 
PpeCollanecus .. .ss).- ++ 3s Bs; | 67-1 | 118,998 _ 4g,574 16725 re 
iI 
ovat ome, Ads. os it oat 627 | 943,915 | 342,090 1,285,005 - 


1/ From member reports to National Council on Compensation Insurance. 


Data furnished by A. Z. Skelking, actuary, correspondence of June 8, 1939. 
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Exhibit 117 


Workmen ! ‘5 comensation | premium rates for farm labor 


Code 0006) 
SS BUMS hx Caps rea es eoroece: rate per - ‘Minimum annual 
State se ae re 
a Se at _-$100_ payn YOULL: ; ‘premium rate _ 
aitective 
date Dollars | Dollars 

Alabama 1.35 1/ 50 
Arizona (State fund data not available here) 
Arkansas ) Hew be 1/ De 
California 2/ ay yey 3] 3.48 Not: available) 
Colorado Tu. 2,80 Dy By 

do. 5/1/42 2.71 Dy oie Gre 
Connecticut 2.43 1/ 51 

do. 3/31/42 2.75 1/ 56 (Rename 

by Natl. Bur. of Casualty 
and Surety Underw: an 

Delaware oF aes a 
Dist. of Col. 2/20/he 2.62 if 50 
Florida ieee T/PO5O 
Georgia 1.60 | ly BO 
Idaho Bo ay * LOG 
Illinois 2.49 if he 
Indiana 2.51 1]? +O 
Towa 2,62 i/ 50 
Kansas 2.27 ey: 
Kentucky 1.06 i1/ 50 
Louisiana 2.12 1/ 50 
Maine 215) Lf 50 
Maryland 2.13 1/ 50 
Massachusetts 12/31/l1 2.65 ae Fe 
Michigan 12/31/41 2. Ol i/ 5O 
Minnesota Pee > 39 
Mississippi (No workmen ! 8 compensation law) 
Missouri 12/31/41 2.97 hee 
Montana 3/31/4e 3.72 1/ 100 

Ga eT yng ve 3.89 - 1/ 100 - 
Nebraska 3.34 L/ 65 
Nevada . (Not available). (Not available) 
New Hampshire rare he) i/ 50 

do. 5/31/42 2.2 1] 50 
New Jersey 7/1/42 Luo pyeet 
New Mexico 2. 34 iF 206 
New York 4&9 | oo nis 
North Carolina arg | Lf 56 
North Dakota 7/1/39 5.00 (Not available) 
Ohio 7/2/41 3.50 3 
Oklahoma 2,27 1/ 50 
Oregon | Sade cy) 75 


Continued 


Bx fg 6 cpa i 


Workmen's compensation premium rates for farm labor 


a 


Code OC BOGE )m Continued 


Scat Premium rate per _ Minimum annual 
ge Ng $100 payroll . premium rate 


Effective 
date Dollars Dollars 

Pennsylvania 7/1/42 2.00 25 
Rhode Island A aaa 9 aaa 
South Carolina 1.59 1/ 50 
South Dakota 2/15/42 2.5 ia BO 
Tennessee 1.49 1/50 
Texas 7/1/40 2. 80, 36 

tah 3.49 M5 
Vermont £50 iy &o 

do. 6/1/42 L207 ss poms’ 
Virginia L/1/4e eee es 26 

do. . 6/1/42 1.80 a eb 
Washington 2.70 | ie. 75 
West Virginia (State fund exclusive and data not available ues 
Wisconsin - (Data not available here) 
Wyoming (State fund exclusive and data not available neve) 


1/ indicates special minimum premiums. 


2/ As an example of the farm classifications and premium rates per $100 
payroll, the case of California may be cited. 


California: Cotton farms, $2.15; dairy farms, $3.35; farms not otherwise 
classified, $3.78; grain, hay, rice, or alfalfa farms, $4.38; hop farms, 
$1.77; orchards, $2.40; potato farms, $1.72; poultry farms, $2.45; sheep. 
farms, $3.83; stock farms, $5.03; sugar beet farms, $1.72; truck-garden 
or field crops hand harvested, $1.26; and vineyards, $1.77. (Effective 
January 1, 1941.) 


3/ Data for farms not specially classified. 


Data from National Manual of the National Council on Compensation Insurance, 
U5 Hast 17th Street, New York, New York, offoctive-as of January 1, 1942, 
unless otherwise specificd. 


he 


itt 


(Sug ested questionnaire form for revorting farm accidents) 
q. is & 


Name Age Sex 


Marital statug Address 
ee a ree ee 


Date { elev or atjury (hour) 


Type of accident ee 
Lelie coming dl. contac tuWid: Garvervkeeie Cus ee 


Nature’ of-injury and part of body injured 


e 


A I AR A A a A ps 


(cuts, bruises, broken bones, sprains, etc.) 


Extent of injury: Minor? -_ Disabling? Death? 


Where injury occurred: On form it POLI ra nts 


In field? _ _.. sj barnyard? 0” ssn or near the home? 
Circumstances leading up to the accident or contributing cause: - 


What was injured doing? aan 


At work? __ What kind of work?__ __ Not at work? 


instrumentality of accident _ 


a Aen coven ane ee ey 


(machinery, animal, etc.) 


Estimate of time lost while unable to work _ days 


Cause of injury: Inadequate equipment? - Failure to work safely 
Failure to utilize safeguards accessible or in i:is possession? 


Inadequate experience? _ Other? (specify) 


205 Swe ko ee ce a ee 


—___----ee 


Expense of accident excluding time lost? eh «Tare 


(amount) 


By whom bornet! « 


(individual, 


eer nn cern earn en eR epee ieeee 


employer, insurance company) 


If claim vaid through insurance, what premium rate ig charged? 


(amount and period covered) 


Vv 


Ke ear + 7. ee 


